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Introduction

Internet is all about keeping up. With every upload to the internet, there is only one subliminal

message echoing through the void expanse of websites: Keep up.

Naturally, it is not expected of you to ‘keep up’ with everything the internet offers-it is not
possible. However, if you are someone who contributes to the mass of knowledge that is the
internet, then your aim should be to put your content out there, right in everyone’s faces and

make them WANT to read it.

Of course, if it was that easy, everyone would know everything and the search engines would

become pointless.

Today, only the smartest search engine optimizers with latest SEO techniques and strategies,
and the best content writers reach the pedestal where they are the number one hit on the

SERPs.

We are here to help you get there.

Are you looking for some of the best & latest SEO techniques, strategies and trends for 20177
Keep reading...

Pay attention to our following tips to learn the advanced SEO strategies in 2017, and start

working on it before this year ends.
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Chapter 1
SEO: Overview

Let’s start with the first and the most important question.
What is Search Engine Optimization (SEO)?

SEO is a combination of strategies used to increase a website’s visibility and ranking in search
engines. You can say, it is a way in which the webmasters inform the search engines about the
quality of their websites, to drive more organic (non-paid) traffic by improved ranking in search

engine result pages.

It mainly depends on the content, structure, and links to a website. We just need to develop

these things in a way, a search engine can understand better.

But remember! While doing SEO to make our site search engine friendly, we should never ever

forget the concerns of our viewers. We are definitely doing it for the best user experience.
Why Do I Need To Do SEO Of My Website?

Search engines are the biggest and best sources of web traffic. You may already know the major

ones, which are:

e Google
e Bing
e Yahoo

For sure, social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Google+, etc. can also generate a
bunch of visitors to your website. But when it comes to the primary source, it's always a search

engine.

And also, a newbie will always open google to browse anything. Same stands true for regular
internet users, whenever they wanna search anything like an article content, any type of

services, products or even any information.
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Another big reason which is making the search engines unique is that they provide highly

targeted traffic. We’ll get people on our website who are looking for what exactly we are

offering.
Search engines will do that on their own if we have done our website’s SEO.

But if we don’t do that, search engines might not be able to find our site. In short, we'll not be
getting any traffic. Users’ search queries are the words that users type into the search bar for

finding anything.

Targeted traffic means increased exposure and revenue. So don’t hesitate to invest in SEO, if

you want to get an excellent rate of return as compared to any other marketing option.
What If I Don’t Do SEO Of My Website?

Once your website is live, search engines will crawl it to find out what’s it about. Now if a user
searches for a topic related to your site, search engines will show it in its result pages. Search
engines are brilliant and continually improving their technology to crawl a website more

efficiently.
But still, they have limitations in their operation.

This is precisely where SEO comes into action. SEO helps the search engines to know more

about a website’s relevancy and some other factors, which they can’t do themselves.

Rightly done SEO can give you thousands of viewers while some wrong moves can disappear

your website from top search engine result pages leaving you with almost zero traffic.
Can I Do SEO?
No doubt SEO is a little bit complicated, but not that much if can keep track!

The basics are easily understandable, and your way to do that can make a big difference. The

Internet is full of free resources to learn it, including this wonder SEO Guide.
Just learn then add some practice, and you are ready to go expert in that niche...!

If your website is complex and you are not willing to learn and implement each and everything,

you can seek the help from experts to take care of the things for you.

But remember: Having a sound knowledge of the core concepts of SEQ is a must...!
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Black Hat V/s White Hat

Before diving into the field of SEO, you should be aware of White Hat and Black Hat SEO. Here is

how these may be described...

BLACK &

HAT -

Duplicate content + Relevant content
Invisible text and stuffed keywords o Well-labeled images
Cloaking or re-directing the user to another site or page ¢ Relevant links and references

L]

L]

L]

Links from sites with non-relevant content Complete sentences with good spelling and grammar
Standards-compliant HTML
Unique and relevant page titles

Black Vs White Hat SEO

If you want to work SEO like a get-rich-quick scheme, you’ll probably end up doing what's
called black hat SEO.

This type of SEO focuses on optimizing your content only for the search engine, not considering
humans at all. Since there are lots of ways to bend and break the rules to get your sites to rank

high, these are a welcome way for black hat SEOs to make a few thousand dollars fast.

Ultimately this approach results in spammy, crappy pages, which often get banned very fast,
often leading to severe punishment for the marketer, ruining their chance of building

something sustainable in the future.

You might make a few grand this way, but will continuously have to be on the lookout for

search engine updates and come up with new ways to dodge the rules.

White hat SEO, on the other hand, is the way to build a sustainable online business. If you do

SEO this way, you'll focus on your human audience, trying to give them the best content
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possible and making it easily accessible to them, by playing according to the search engine’s

rules.

Needless to say, You should always go for white hat SEO.

Before moving on further, below are the major divisions of SEO:

e Keyword Research
e On Page SEO
e Off Page SEO

#1 Keyword Research

Almost all of the beginner’s guides to SEO on the internet are ignoring this factor. But according

to me, it is the most important one. SEO is a game of Keywords.

You must be aware of the keywords related to your topic or niche if you want to be successful in
SEO. Different keywords have different value depending on their search volume and some other

factors. In this SEO Guide, we don’t need to go deep into these factors.

Different keywords have different value depending on their search volume and some other

factors. In this SEO Guide, we don’t need to go deep into these factors.

Keyword Research is all about finding the intentions of the users to use search engines. What

exactly the users are searching for your topic, are your keywords.

Using the right keywords while doing SEO of your website, is the career deciding thing for your
site. [t gives you an opportunity to know your targeted audience in a better way. It will increase

your site’s relevancy to your topic, and that is a great thing for SEO and search engines.

It will increase your site’s relevancy to your topic, and that is a great thing for SEO and search

engines.

You need to do proper research to find valuable keywords related to your topic before starting
your website. Even if you already have a website and content on it, you can optimize it by using

correct keywords.

Even if you already have a website and content on it, you can optimize it by using correct

keywords.
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#2 On Page SEO

On Page means everything displayed on the web page and its back end programming. In On

Page SEO, you need to optimize your website’s page and posts, etc. for search engines.
In Short “Optimizing Content for Search Engine!”

It covers a lot of things, so let’s break this into larger branches.

1. Content

Content is the biggest division of On Page SEO. You might have heard that famous quote about

content that:

“Content is the King,” an there is no place for doubt about that.

/ »

Content is the King

Google’s first priority is to provide its users with top quality content, and with best relevant
information available on the web. These days Google also loves the right length of content. So,

try to write long and informative.

Content on your website isn’t only about the written article. It also includes videos, pictures,

animated slides, and infographics, etc.

Pay more attention to for better content:
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Titles - Create eye-catching titles that raise the reader’s interest. You only have one

chance to make a great first impression.

e Keywords - Pick keywords that will help bring people to your site and are relevant.

e Links - Link to quality sites that compliment what your website is about. It'll encourage
sites in your niche to link to you as well.

e Quality - Try to publish unique and quality content. This prompts users to come to your
site because they cannot easily find the content elsewhere.

e Freshness - If you are publishing content that does not age or becomes outdated, that's

great, but you also need to add new content on a regular basis. If you don’t have the time

to add content to your website, consider adding a question and answer section or a blog

to your site.

CONTENT TOTAL WORD COUNT
2000

1900

1800

NUMBER OF WORDS

1700

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 o 10

GOOGLE POSITION

While writing your content, don’t ever forget to embed your keyword research in the best

possible and natural looking way.
2. Website Layout

After optimizing your content, Website Layout is the next thing you need to take care of while
doing On Page SEO. An example of the worst website layout is when someone has totally

irrelevant categories as compared to their topic.

Can you just imagine visiting a website with a bad layout, there are more than 80% chances that

you won'’t like to visit that site again....So, why would anyone else!

Then, why not making it user-friendly! And sure, Google loves that as well.
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3. Website Speed

Yes! Website Loading Speed matters a lot! When a user searches for something and your
website appears on search engine result page (SERP). Then that user opens your site. Dwell

time is the duration for how long that user stays on your site after clicking on it.

And that Dwell time is indeed an important search engine ranking factor.

“I didn’t find what | wanted/expected on yoursite
and went back to the SERP's pretty sharpish
looking for something better” &

o

I | ° ©
—~—— — “I found your content pretty useful and stuck
— around a couple of minutes to read it”

- - o
. . e
8
&8 f— “I found your content super-useful and read
p— — everything you had to say”
= —
— — O

Source: Ahrefs

In short, a user needs good speed, and Google also has an update for website speed. So, try to

improve your site to increase its Dwell time and hence improving its ranking in SERPs.
4. Website Design

Website design is another critical thing to have good user experience... Your theme needs to be

Responsive and should have an Eye Catching Design.

There are lots of sites which have excellent content but actually a bad design. Just ask yourself!
How long can you keep visiting these type of sites, which are even worse when you are using

your Smartphone...
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You'll surely get tired and at the end, will stop visiting that site. Design is not just what it looks

like and feels like. Design is how it works. Hence, always use Responsive and Eye Catching

Design.
#2 Off Page SEO

Just like you have done your On-Page SEO, you also need to do Off-Page SEO to make your
domain authority in the eyes of search engines. In other words, we need to make our website

trustworthy for search engines.

And it will happen when other famous sites tell the search engine that our site has the best

content about our topic. Now, how would it happen...?

We need to get our website referred from other famous resources on the web about our niche.

In technical terms, it is called link building.

Naturally, it's an automatic thing. We will post very high-quality content on our website and
share it with topically interested people and internet marketing resources. Eventually, whoever

would like our resource will link to it.

The best link building strategy is to create something awesome and let everyone know about it.
But Remember: In today’s competitive environment, we need to learn about proper link
building strategies. Then plan and execute pre-defined and practical ways adopted by some

quality sites.
And your hard work in that activity will surely pay you with better ranking in SERPs.
Just to know, here are the things which should be done:

e Use social network to promote your content

e Do some blogging and guest posting

e Refer your suggested solutions in discussion forums
e Photo and video sharing

e Relevant business and local listing
Conclusion:

While doing all these things, keep on learning and improving. Exploring each subheading, you

will find some new, website’s authority and ranking parameters defined by SEO experts.
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Like domain authority, page authority, trust flow, citation flow, do-follow backlinks, and spam

score, etc. These parameters are actually useful and do change your ranking with increase or

decrease in their values.

Chapter 2

Advanced SEO tips and Strategies in

2017

Based on Wordpress data, there are 1.59 million blogs published everyday. That's only
Wordpress. It's estimated there are 2.5 - 3 million articles published everyday. Whether you're
a developer, start-up or business owner looking to rank on the first page of Google, we’ve got

you covered.
1. Mobile Friendliness is Paramount

According to BGR, mobile internet usage surpasses desktop usage for the first time in history in

2016 and the trend is only going to get stronger.

Google understands how important the mobile experience is to its users and harshly penalizes
websites which offer an underwhelming mobile performance. When creating your website, be
sure to optimize for mobile, removing items which might slow a mobile load time down and
also updating your web page's design and layout so that it offers a smooth and speedy mobile

experience. 96.26% of new Smartphone’s run Android or iOS.
Mobile SEO Actionable Tip

Run your website in Google Speed test and learn two things - your site's speed and mobile

score. Both numbers range 0 - 100, with higher scores being better.
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Training Guide

PageSpeed Tools > Insights

GUIDES REFERENCE SAMPLES SUPPORT

PageSpeed Insights
http://accidentfirm.com/

Mobile B8 Desktop

EWAIE Suggestions Summary I

Source: accidentfirm.com
2. When Creating Content, Write About One Topic First

For many industries/businesses, writing about one specific topic will showcase your company

as an authoritative, professional voice in their industry, and Google loves authority.

When starting a blog, we suggest focusing on one niche topic and making 80% of your initial

posts about that specific subject.

For example, if you are a home restoration company, instead of making your first handful of
blogs about all different topics, like, one post about drywall, one post about patio restoration,
one post about flood damage repair, and one post about home painting; instead, just choose one

of those topics (say, home painting), and make almost all of your initial blogs about that topic.

Posts might include: How to Paint the Interior of Your Home, What Are the Best Brands of Paint

for the Exterior of My Home, How to Correctly Mix Paint, etc..

Focusing on one specific topic will help present you as an expert in that particular niche, and
you will be more likely to begin ranking for a multitude of keywords regarding your niche topic,
as well as invite an audience of users looking for more in-depth expertise on your subject of

choice.
3. Learn Important Keyword Metrics

e Search volume - Average number searches each month

e C(licks per search - How many average clicks per search
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e Keyword difficulty - A score of 0 to 100 with higher scores being harder to rank for.

Try to find out what these metrics mean for your business.

4. Inbound Link Anchor Cloud

Within Ahrefs and Google Webmaster Tools, you are given access to your Inbound Link Anchor
Cloud, which shows the popularity of different anchor text phrases based on the number of

backlinks pointing to your site.

Here's an anchor cloud for one of the properties that reviews headphones, Headphone Charts:

Anchors cloud

headphones better than beats 9% headphone buying guide 7%

jbl wireless headphones headphone charts 4 radphonechart

Anchor phrases Referring domains

headphones better than beats 8

headphone buying guide 6

jbl wireless headphones 5

headphone charts 4

headphonecharts.com 4 S

headphone charts - the best headphones ranked 3 -_—
A — -

Based on this example, you can recognize that 9% of their backlinks contain the anchor text
“headphones better than beats”, and this makes sense because they have a popular post on
Headphone Charts literally called Headphones Better than Beats, a post they put a fair amount

of time into, and some effort link building for it.

Real Ranking Data (March 2017)
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ahrefs Dashboard  Alerts  Site Explorer  Content Explorer  Keywords Explorer  Tools v

headphonecharts.com

Overviow Organic Keywords
Backlink profile ¥
PositK Volume v v PC raffic v Nords v patures v
Backinks Position v Volume KD CPC v Traffic Word Feat
* New
* Lost W 5020 301 M213 P22 Moey 5019results
* Broken
Referring domains Keyword Volume KD CPC Traffic|  Position
v Now
+ Lost headphonas better than beat 1,300 4 300 221 4
Anchors
Top refeming content durable headphones 1,700 1 - 180

Referring IPs

Organic search v most durable headphones 1,300 1 080 16 511
headphone comparison 1,200 30 200

* New

* Movements compare headphones 1000 25 150 100 41
Top pages &
Competing domains best open back headphones under 100 300 5 200 70 211
WORTIE '3 COMains
Competing pages
Content gap & durable over ear headphones 150 12 150 61 1174

e ————————— = — —

When you view your anchor cloud and notice that a lot of your anchor keywords are irrelevant
or not the types of keywords that you want from prospective customers, then you will need to
make updates to your website link portfolio to rectify that, including creating content
containing the keywords you want to rank for, and then be sure to build strong relevant

backlinks by sharing your new content on other high quality websites.
5. Focus on White-Hat SEO, Avoid Link Buying

An outdated and shortsighted black-hat link building technique focuses on spending money to
buy backlinks from shady websites trying to sell “easy SEO” solutions to companies that would
rather just spend money in exchange for improved Google rankings than spend the time and

energy to utilize REAL SEO solutions.

The problem with this strategy is that Google is getting very adept at knowing the difference
between high quality, relevant organic backlinks, and low quality, irrelevant ones, making paid-
for links not only useless, but they can absolutely get your site penalized by Google, causing

your site to sink like a stone within Google search results.

6. Use SEO Software Starting Day 1
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If you're going to put in all of the hard work needed to create a high quality website, it is

mission critical that you begin monitoring your site with advanced analytics starting on Day 1.

e Free SEO Tools

e Google Analytics

e Google Webmaster Tools

e Google Optimize - A/B Testing (just released late March 2017)

e Screaming Frog - Ugly interface, but great on-page SEO audit tool
e Paid SEO Tools

e Ahrefs (our most used tool at Placement Labs)

e SEM Rush

e Moz

e Screaming Frog (Paid account allows you to crawl more than 500 pages)

7. Diagnose and Eliminate Technical On-Site Issues

Most webmasters are often ignorant to the many issues their website has with regard to how
effectively they can be crawled by Google’s spiders. Designing and coding your website without
an emphasis on SEO can leave your site in a vulnerable position, as there is almost assuredly
plenty of competition within your industry, including competition that has an SEO
understanding and has already eliminated the majority of their on-page web issues, making

them appear more authoritative in the eyes of Google.

A few examples of issues that your site might have (and often can be easily fixed)

Pages with missing meta titles/descriptions

¢ Images missing an alt-text attribute

e Pages with broken links (both internal and external)
e Pages with titles that are too long

e Multiple pages with duplicate meta information

e Pages that are missing language declarations
8. SEO is Constantly Evolving, Keep Up with Google

Our lives as SEOs would be much easier if we believed we could continually offer the exact same

services to our clients all the time, forever. However, that would be incredibly naive and short-
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sighted of us to assume that we can continue to always do the exact same things and expect the

exact same results.

As we touched on in our introduction, Google semi-regularly updates their internal algorithms
to create better experiences for their users, but it is up to SEO experts to learn about and
understand these changes, and know how to implement new services and techniques in

compliance.

9. Build Links from Websites with Relevant Content

One of the best ways to bolster your site’s credibility is to focus your link building efforts to
sites that produce high quality content that is relevant to your site’s industry. We cannot stress
enough that this process is not easy, and sadly, there is no magic technique which will automate
the process. You have to sit down and do the hard work of finding backlink opportunities and
physically reaching out to the site’s administrators in hopes of creating relationships which

might yield future backlinks.
10. Optimize Your Page Titles

When you enter a search into Google, and Google provides you with the first page of search
results, you will see each search result shows a title for the link (in blue text), and a short
description of the page directly beneath it. That blue title text is officially known as your Meta
Title, and it is vitally important that you do a good job of optimizing these titles. Titles that are
over 70 characters will not be fully shown in search results, and it comes off as quite

unprofessional to users who can’t view the whole title.
11. Create Easy to Read/Understand URLs

One mistake we see many companies/people make unwittingly is creating pages with really
long URLs. This is often an issue we see on Wordpress sites (though they are certainly not
limited to WP sites), because many websites offer a default setting where the URL slug is

automatically generated by duplicating the page’s title.

Google likes and suggests a simple URL structure. From Google's content guidelines: "Whenever

possible, shorten URLs by trimming unnecessary parameters." - Google content considerations

12. Become an Early Adopter
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This isn’t just an SEO tip; this is a LIFE TIP for anyone in business. Always immerse yourself in

the latest news regarding your industry, and be on the lookout for anything new-- new
products, new techniques, new technologies, etc., and write about them as soon as you feel

confident you have something valuable to add to the conversation.
Early Adopter SEO Actionable Tip

Use Google Trends to see and when people search for keywords. You can even look at keywords
over a 5 year period to see growth or negative search trends. It's not only great for keywords
you are interested in but also showing you what trends the world cares about in real time. Great

way to find some topics that are in your market and trending

GoogleTrends ~ Compare < i 06
& digital marketing ® facebook marketing P,
" ch term ) ) t+ Add comparisen
Worldwide - Past 5 years + All categories = Web Search »
Interest over time @ »

LM

13. Focus on Referring Domains, Not Just Links

When creating backlinks, it is not only important to build as many as you can from high quality
sources, it is also important to show Google that your website is well-balanced with regard to

its backlink profile.
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Remember, there are many other link types than simply dot coms-- there’s .com, .org, .net, .gov,

.edu, and many more, those these are the main ones, and are referred to as generic top-level
domains (TLDs). Your TLD profile is taken into consideration by Google as they score your

website, and sites that are well balanced are generally well-received.

For example, a website which features 5 .com backlinks, 5 .org, 5 .gov, and 5 .edu within its
backlink profile will look authoritative to Google, and, therefore, will probably rank higher than
a similar website that has 20 .com backlinks. The second website in the example may have the

same overall backlink total, but they are not nearly as well balanced as the first website.

50 links from one domain has less SEO value than 3 links from 10 different referring domains

(total 30 links from 10 referring domains). This is a super overlooked SEO tip!
14. Don’t Forget About Geotargeting

Geotargeting is a useful tactic if you own (or represent) a local business, particularly one with a
real storefront. In today’s mobile age, people are constantly searching for businesses on their

smartphones near where they are at that given moment.

Websites that clearly state their geographic location have an advantage of being listed in local
searched over those which do not. Including your business’ location clearly and consistently

formatted within your web content will help Google understand where you are located.
15. Structured Data aka Schema Markup (SERP 2.0)

Schema Markup is a powerful tactic to make your Google search results appear more
professional and eye-catching than your competition. Schema markup is code that you can add

to your site which helps search engines return more informative results.

Check out this example...When you search for “Stonewood Grill Menu”, you are presented with

this as your first result:
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GO q |e stonewood menu & Q
-~
All Maps Shopping News Images More Settings Tools
Stonewood Grill & Tavern
100 South Atlantic Avenue, Ormond Beach, FL 32176
< aGlance Appetizers Entree Salads Seafood Specialties Sides >

Ginger Lime- Glazed Salmon
and ligh ; Zie N MOFGA
Herb Encrusted Grouper

o I black gronm
Shrimp And Scallops
v More

@ More about Stonewood Grill & Tavern

Menu | Stonewood Grill & Tavern

www.stonewoodgrill.com/menu/ v

Steaks, Chops & Prime Rib. Menu Prices are Available on the Individual Restaurant Pages. Fresh Market
Fish. Menu Prices are Available on the Individual Restaurant Pages. Chef's Selections. Seafood
Specialties. Entrée Salads. Burgers, Sandwiches & Quesadillas. Starters. Soups & Salads.

The benefit is when Stonewood Grill updates the menu on the website, the changes will also be
displayed in the above SERP (The image above). This is cost effective since the menu is

mantained in one place online.

It is also a better experience for the user who wants to just dive into the menu.

Conclusion:

Ultimately, SEO is rapidly changing from one year to the next—even from one month to the
next. Business owners and marketers have to adapt quickly, but it’s still possible to give your

business website the edge on your competition.

Just remember to focus on solid content creation and copywriting fundamentals, engage your
viewers deeply, and stay abreast of technical trends like backlinks, SEO health, site speed, and

schema.
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Chapter 3

Using Social media to improve your

search ranks

Social media and search engine optimization (SEO) are undoubtedly connected and will only

become more interdependent in the future.

In this chapter, you'll discover seven ways you can use social media to boost your search

rankings.
The Role of Social Media in Rankings

Social media is too powerful a tool for brands to ignore, and unless there’s some seismic shift in
the attitudes and habits of users, its value will only continue to grow over the coming years.

That being said, it’s unclear exactly how search engines use social media to rank your website.

While Google has flip-flopped on their algorithm’s use of social signals as a factor in search
rankings, the official word for now is that social signals (likes, retweets, pins, shares, follows,

etc.) don’t factor into search results.

That being said, social is still a very powerful SEO tool, even if social signals don’t directly

impact your search rankings.
Activate Your Brand Community to Reinforce Relevance

Though social may only indirectly affect your rankings, one of the ways it does is through the
power of your community. Search engines factor in the size of your following on social media as
a measure of your authenticity. After all, if you only created phony clickbait content, you

wouldn’t have been able to build a large community of followers in the first place.

Grab this SEO Revolution HD Training Video


http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/6-tips-to-increase-your-social-media-shares/

L]

NING IKES

22 1.49M 851

161K
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of thirteen books. Former chief evangelist — )
of Apple. @canva has an app for

Do fake users count? In short, no, because fake users can’t engage with your content. Real users
who click through from your social media accounts to your website or blog and share your
content will ultimately boost critical website stats. As Google tries to determine authenticity

and content value, it can look at that traffic as concrete proof that you're doing something right.
These three quick tips will help you craft social media posts that boost clicks to your website.

1. Cut Down on Word Count

While the “ideal” length of copy varies from platform to platform, Neil Patel at Quick Sprout
found that generally speaking, less is more when it comes to your social media copy. In fact, his
research shows the click-through rate on paragraph-long Facebook copy is2-6 times

lower than updates that are approximately 40 characters long.
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mzz BuzzFeed
Z=1=0] September 13 at 4:17pm - @

More graceful, more stylish, and much, much cuter than cats.

21 Reasons Dogs Are The Most Precious Beings On This

Planet
BUZZFEED.COM | BY KARSTEN SCHMEHL
Like Comment Share
e ™

Try to keep your social media posts to around 40 characters.

Rather than using extended copy in your social media posts, opt for a lower word count. Use all

of the words you need, and not one more.
2. Tell People What You Want Them to Do

Sometimes, all your audience needs is a simple request so they know how to better interact
with your content.
A quick search of the most clickable words on social media prove that most lists have one thing

in common: they’re full of call-to-action phrases. Use words and phrases like “check out,” “see,

“retweet,” “like,” and “follow” to get people to engage with your social media content.
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Chris Brogan @chrisbrogan - Sep 10
Do you let your kids play violent video games? Peek at my thoughts at
nerdfront.com. :)

NerdFront

Comics, Video Games, Movies, Tee Shirts, Nerd Culture,
Mobile Gaming

Add a call to action to tell your audience what you want them to do.

Don’t leave clicks, conversions, or shares to chance. Use a clear, concise directive when you

want viewers to do something.
3. Give People a Reason to Click Through

It’s Youtility principle number one: If you want to connect with your audience, don’t sell to

people; help them.

Make sure the content you share on social media answers a problem or pain point that’s
common to your customers and prospects. Use the copy in your social media posts to refer to

both the problem and the solution, and people will happily click through to your website!

The Sweethome esweethome \ug 3
@ Not sure what to do for dinner? Our fav pressure cooker recipe is done
in less than 40 mins. swthm.co/2btFbu6
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Help your readers solve a problem.

Treat Social Media Like a Search Engine to Increase Discoverability

What about your social content itself? Don’t your social posts have some value as backlinks?
Unfortunately, links you share on social media don’t add directly to your website’s search
rankings. Once the posts are published, they receive a “nofollow tag” (a code that alerts search

engines to ignore the origin).

However, because social media platforms rank search results on keyword strength and
popularity, your social presence should be crafted with SEO in mind. Here are two ways you can
leverage social SEO for the same reason you use traditional SEO: to help people search for and

discover you and your content.
4. Optimize Profiles for Keyword Searches

First, identify your foundational SEO keywords and theninclude them in the headlines,
summaries, links, and bios of each of your social media profiles. You can also use those

keywords in the captions of relevant images you post.

People searching Facebook or another network might happen across your company because of
the foundation-level keywords built into your page. From there, they can be drawn into the

funnel of your inbound strategy.

Just take a look at the top two results when you search for “digital marketing” on Twitter:

Accounts View all

i
I

Convince & Convert

@jaybaer @convince

The most re-tweeted person in the world Digital marketing, #cx counsel for
among digital marketers. Author, world's most important brands.
speaker, podcaster, investor. Prasident of President: @jaybaer. Award-winning
@Convince. convinceandconvert.com magazine: ...

Use relevant keywords in your social media profiles.
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From the bios alone, it’s obvious that Jay Baer and his team have been very intentional about

weaving the “digital marketing” keyword into these two profiles, and it has paid off in

their Twitter search rankings.
5. Optimize Your Copy With Keywords

From a single hashtagged post, a follower might find your profile, more of your similar content,
and click through directly to your website. Use carefully selected keywords in your posts, links,
and hashtags to help elevate your rank in social search results and add to the visibility of your
brand.

Use Social Media Content to Amplify Your Online Footprint

The power of content lies in its ability to reach beyond established consumers and find new
audiences and potential customers. Not only is content shared on blogs and other websites, it
ranks on search engines as well. So naturally, your social media content can contribute heavily

to your SEO.
6. Use Keywords to Drive Content Creation

To boost your visibility on search engines across the board, make creating social media content

designed to rank for specific keywords part of your marketing strategy.

For example, check out how these chefs have created YouTube content to show up in search

engine results for a query related to their expertise.
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how to cook the perfect steak

All Videos Shopping News mages More - Search tools

How to Cook the Perfect Steak - YouTube
. https:iiwww.youtube.comiwatch?v=AmCaSmCBUj4 -
Nov 12, 2012 - Uploaded by Hodder Books
You can now pre-order Gordon Ramsay's new book - Ultimate Home Cooking -
before it's release 29th ..

How To Cook A Perfect Steak - YouTube
o e hitps:/fwww.youtube.com/watch?v=QyUDstHoAw4 ~
Jum 23, 2015 - Uploaded by Chef Mike Ward
How To Cook A Perfect Steak - Always let your meat reach room temperature.
This assures it will cook evenly ...

How To... cook steak, with Jamie Oliver's mate Pete - YouTube
- hitps:/iwww.youtube.com/watch ?v=h5gcJjOSDv4 =
May 21, 2010 - Uploaded by Jamie Oliver
ey My mate Pete shows us how to cook the perfect steak. Click here to subscribe
e LB 1o Foodtube ...

F A

Design content that will rank for specific keywords.
7. Publish Social Posts Worthy of Backlinks

Social media posts can end up in all sorts of places beyond traditional social networks. They're

being used in blog posts and articles, ebooks, and SlideShare presentations.

If you create social media content other people want to reference, you'll gain backlinks to your

social media profiles and website, effectively increasing your authority with search engines.

This article from Greatist, “55 Must-Follow Twitter Accounts Guaranteed to Make Your Day,” is

the perfect example.
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Funny Famous People

1. Steve Martin, @SteveMartinToGo

Longtime funnyman Steve Martin sure knows how to compose a
joke in tweet form. Recently, when most people were talking about
Sunday football, he tweeted, “Enjoving watching the Oklahoma
CatchAsCatchCans playing the Algonguin Well-Groomed
Hucklebucks™ and then live-tweeted a few plays from the fictitious
match. And his photo-tweets are pretty great too.

n Steve Martin ¥ Follow
d—

I've got an important meeting today, and
I've decided to just be myself: King of the
Zombies.

2. Tim Siedell, @badbanana
Tim Siedell is a Nebraska-based creative director and blogger who

tweets funny (and punny) things like “Just downloaded dinner from
PDF Chang's.”

= r &

Your social media posts could end up in places outside of social channels, such as blog posts and
articles.

Conclusion -Time for You to Unlock the Relationship Between Social and SEO

It appears inevitable that eventually social media will tie directly to every website’s search
rankings. For now, your social media should act as an extension of SEO; an inbound marketing

tactic that directly impacts your reach, popularity, brand identity, and influence online.
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Chapter 4

Best ON-Page SEO Optimization
Techniques

Want to make your post keyword-targeted, SEO-optimized, and ready to drive more traffic?
Would you like to make it easier for search engines to understand what keyword(s) your blog

should rank for?
When it comes to optimizing a website or a blog post, there are two main factors at play:

1. On-page optimization

2. Off-page optimization

This chapter will focus on on-page as well as Off Page optimization, lots of good on-page SEO

techniques you should implement while working on optimizing your blog posts.
Why Do You Need On-Page Optimization?

When we do SEO-optimization of a post, we follow a certain set of proven methods to rank it

higher on a search engine.

Now, Google doesn’t only consider on-page SEO score when ranking an article. It also takes into
account many other factors like social media signals (shares, likes, tweets, follows,

etc.), backlinks, domain authority, and many other off-page metrics.

Our goal with on-page SEO is to optimize an article in a natural, but smart way, so that search

engines can easily pick out the target keyword and bring our website targeted visitors.
Before some specific tricks, here are a few non-technical things that you can incorporate today:

1. Improve user experience.

o Make sure your website is responsive and broken links are kept to a minimum.
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2. Ensure that readers coming from search engines spend a lot of time on your site. If

they hit the back button quickly, your ranking will drop quickly too.
o Make sure your site is maintaining a standard of professionalism.
o Use proper copywriting techniques to make people stick around.
3. Create good content.
o Try using benefit-driven sub-headings to be more engaging.
o Don’t write fluff.

o Seek feedback and improve.

Following are the 10 on-page optimization factors you should keep in mind while optimizing

your blog posts.

1. Blog Post Title

You should try to use the targeted keyword or phrase toward the beginning of title (H1) tag, but

if that’s not possible, make sure it’s at least somewhere in the title.

You should also not repeat the same keyword more than once in the title tag because you think

it will help the article rank higher. It won'’t. It could actually hurt your ranking. Don’t do it.

And keep the title length to under 65 characters.

2. Post Permalink Structure

Making sure your URL is displayed correctly is an important on-page metric. Again, you should
use your target keyword in the URL, and avoid using special characters, symbols, brackets,

commas, etc. within the actual URL.

Use dashes to differentiate the strings in your URL structure. These are called “pretty”

permalinks and are supported by most web browsers.

Example of a good permalink:

e https://www.domain.com/post-title-separated-with-dashes

3. Heading Tags
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You should use heading tags to highlight various headings, sub-headings, and important points.

In WordPress, the title tag is set at H1. You don’t really need to use any more H1 tags anywhere

in the article. One is enough. For section breaks, stick to H2 and H3 tags.

Also, don’t use too many H2 or H3 tags as Google’s algorithms won'’t like that.

4. Keyword Density

You should keep the keyword density around 1.5% percent with a mix of LSI keywords. Use
your main keyword once in the first paragraph and again in the last paragraph. And use it in the

content where it makes sense.

5. Meta Tags

You should add a unique and relevant meta description with each blog post.

Again, you should use your use targeted keyword in the meta description, but don’t keyword
spam your description. While search engines pick up on keywords, it’s also important for users
to click on the post. You need to write user-friendly meta descriptions that make sense and are

related to your post.

With regards to meta keywords, Google has made it clear that they don’t care about them. But

some search engines, like Bing, may still care a little.

6. Images

Image optimization does help a lot in driving traffic from image searches. Keywords in the

“image title” and the “alt text” help to make your blog post more focused and targeted.

But there’s one very important point to note. Large images will slow down your site, and having

a slow loading site will decrease your Google rank. So it’s very important to:

e Compress images.
e Use a caching plugin.

e UseaCDN.

7. Word Count Per Post
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Blog posts that don’t have a lot of words typically don’t perform well on search engines. That’s

because they’re usually seen as being “less informative”. Ofcourse there are exceptions, but for a

general information-based blog, creating posts with at least 500 words is pretty standard.

It’s always better to be well-researched and overly informative than it is to not provide enough

information. This is especially true if you're targeting highly competitive keywords.

Suggestion: Analyze other posts for your target keyword and see how many words they have.

8. Internal Linking

Place links to related posts from your blog inside of your blog posts. Interlinking of blog posts
will help your blog readers spend more time on your blog, and it will also help pass page rank to

other pages of your site.

When interlinking, try to use a keyword as the anchor text, but be very careful not to overdo it.

9. External Linking

While linking out to external websites, you should link to trusted websites only. And if you have
doubts about the authority or popularity of a website, you can use a nofollow tagto avoid

passing your link juice to potentially bad sites.

You should use dofollow links for trusted websites and nofollow links for those that are less

trustworthy.

But somewhere authoritative like Wikipedia, or CNN, or a major player in your niche, will not
only be trustworthy, they’ll likely have relevant content that your readers will love. This will

make your site appear more credible.

10. Write Engaging Content

If you're trying to get by with low-quality content and “trick” search engines, you will surely fail.

Your post should be a complete manual for that keyword. You should learn how to engage your
audience in a way that works for them. Try asking your readers questions and answering them.

Understand what they want to read, and then write that.
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Conclusion:

So these are 10 tips that will help make your on-page SEO much better and more likely to rank
on search engines. The things that rank the highest are the things that are the most informative,
the most engaging, and the most useful. So strive to create content that readers love, and search

engines will love you too.
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Chapter 5

Best OFF-Page SEO Optimization

Techniques

What is Off-page SEO?

Off page SEO is nothing but improving your website positions in Search Engine Results Page
(SERP). It tells Google what others think about your site. Based on the links that you have in

your site, search engine assume that you have great content.

Links are the new web currency. But, most of the people assume that off page SEO is all about
just link building. No, it is not just about links. Then what else it includes? Off page SEO is a

combination of a lot of factors that include;

e Social media metrics (Facebook likes, Pinterest pins, Tweets etc)
e User engagement (comments)
e Social bookmarking

e Forum posting and a lot of other factors.
For Off-page SEO, backlinking is what is required to done extensively.

Through links, search engines can not only analyze the popularity of websites but also metrics
like trust, spam, and authority. Trustworthy sites tend to link to other trusted sites, while
spammy sites receive very few links from trusted sources. You could use your content in the

form of infographics, guest posts, social bookmarks. etc for getting link back to your site.

Best off page SEO strategies 2017:

1. Get Authority Backlinks:
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Backlinks are the most important off-page SEO factor when it comes to content marketers and

bloggers. Why? Because search engines trust your website more if your site has any

authoritative relevant backlinks.

When Google looks for fresh content, it indexes your new pages and makes it available for
search users. When relevant search queries are triggered, Google uses some algorithm facts to

determine whose pages will rank. This we call as Google ranking factors in SEO terminology.

Here are the most important factors that Google considers while ranking:

e The number of linking domains. The number of domains linking to your site is one of the
most important ranking factors

e Page rank of a linking page. The links from the high page rank website is considered
more than the links from low PR pages. Yes, try to get links from high PR pages.

e The number of linking page. It is always recommended to have more links from
individual domains rather than from a single domain.

e Authority of linking domain. A link from low pagerank page on a high pagerank site is
better than from a low pagerank one.

e Count number of dofollow links. As Google officially stated that it won’t count nofollow
links while ranking, it considers dofollow links.

e Contextual links. The links within the content of the page are worth more than the links
in a sidebar.

e Links from homepage. The links from a homepage of a linking domain carry more
strength than those on one of its pages.

e Link relevancy. The links from pages related to your pages topic carry more relevancy

for search engines.

Google views your website as more valuable than others if you have many backlinks from
authoritative websites. Google analyzes the questions about links like, where does the link

comes from?, quality of the link, how fresh the link is? Etc..

That being said, well how to get those authoritative links?
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#1. Guest blogging: No doubt, guest blogging takes you so far and helps a lot in acquiring great

links. The only challenging task here is, you need to do lot of research about the topic. After that,
you need to find out the top blogs in your niche and submit your pitch. If they accept and yes

your article gets published.

#2. Broken link building: To earn the links, this method is pretty much faster than guest
blogging. Do you know, lots of links on some authority blogs are actually dead. Why it happens?

If hosting expires, during file transfer or migration of the sites, links are bound to break.

The one good point is broken pages don’t affect your site’s ranking. But it does give bad
experience to user. So, conduct a backlink analysis on your niche websites. Find broken links,
contact the owner and let them know about their dead links. There are chances that they will do

a return favour by including your link on their website or you can offer replacement link too.

#3. Create compelling infographics: If you want to attract huge number of audience and
acquire authoritative back links, then infographics works the best. Because, the ideal customers

respond to visual content better than the plain text.

Infographics goes viral if you give sufficient promotion to it. When people share your
infographics, it continuously generates organic traffic to your blog. Well, you generated

backlinks.

2. Improve Your Social Media Signals

Social is the NEW SEO. Here's the image that tells you how social media impacts your SEO.
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If someone wants to know more about your brand, they check your presence in Twitter,
Facebook and of course other social media channels. Share your content in the form of content
or images or video. Join related groups in facebook, linkedin, pinterest and share the content

there too. It helps in connecting with potential users.

Users go for Quora more to get right answer rather than Google or bing. Make the best use of it.
Post your content in the relevant sections or threads in the Quora. One important note to
remember here is, never do any promotion on this platform. Write really useful answers to the

questions related to your niche and give your blog link at the end of the answer.

3. Focus On Your Keywords

If you want to get more out of off page optimization, target the right keywords. The #1 factor

that controls SEO is the keywords you choose. If you want to do great content campaign,
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4. Save Your Site From Google Penalties

How to stay away from Google penalty radar?

Perform full backlink analysis and it helps to analyze which links are good and which are bad.

Here is how you can ensure that your site is free from getting penalized.

#1. Perform site audit: You can use tools like SEMrush for finding and fixing website SEO

related issues. You can find out all the reasons why your site is not ranking well on Google.

#2. Optimize your content: Content is the king always. You may not use right keywords but if
it looks too promotional then nothing can stop it from going viral. Help your audience by
creating useful and helpful content. Use visuals in your post, integrate data into your blog posts.

Your audience tries to know more about you if you really give them valuable content.

#3. Use different keyword phrases: Once you are done with full backlink analysis and
understands from where links are coming, focus on using different keyword phrases, generic
content and brand names in your content so that Google considers your links as natural. Which

means your links shouldn’t have exact match keywords in their anchor texts.
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5. Contribute To Other Sites

In the world of SEO, guest blogging is very common. But it's something that many SEOs takes it
as challenging. Why because if your guest post is solely to get links, in what way it will be

helpful to SEQ?

What you get by contributing to other sites?

e Ithelps to build your authority.
e It can bring you lot of referral traffic.

e Ithelps in building links.

While writing guest posts for other sites, don’t link too much to your site. It spoils your
relationship with the site owner. Even if you are writing guest post for others, give really

awesome content. Low quality guest posting brings extra trouble to you.

6. Submit To Directories and Forums

Off-page SEO helps you to make your website more popular on the Internet. To get more
visibility, submit your stuff to directories and forums. Here are the sites where you can submit

your blog content to enhance more visibility.

e Social bookmarking sites: These are the best platforms to promote your stuff. When
you post on popular social bookmarking sites, it helps in gaining more traffic to your
blog. Some of the sites are: stumbleupon, slashdot, digg, technorati.

e Submit to forums: Make sure that you participate in each forum related to your niche
and build connections with community. Make the best use of do-follow forums. Some of
the forum sites where you can submit are: blokube, Blog Engage, Indiblogger, bbpress,
Warrior forum etc.

¢ Blog directory submission: It helps to build quality backlinks. It takes time to get
better results but it definitely helps in long run. Select a proper category under each
directory and start submitting your posts. Networkedblogs, elecdir are good blog

directories to submit posts.
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e Article submission sites: It is always good to submit the articles to high page rank

directories. If you submit low quality content and has more keyword stuffing, then your
article gets rejected. So, create highly unique content.

¢ Question and answer sites: You will get good amount of high traffic from question and
answer websites. Join those sites and search for questions related to your niche, give
helpful answer to any question. Don’t forget to give your blog link at the end of the
answer. You can use the sites like Yahoo answers, Quora, blurtit etc.

e Share your videos to these sites: If you are a vblogger or any other, submit to these
sites to make your videos popular. It is one of the ways to get quality backlinks. The sites
which has high pagerank are: Youtube, vimeo, vine, ustream.

e Image submission sites: Make sure you optimize your images with the correct URL,
title tag before submitting to these sites. Flickr, Instagram, picasa, tumblr, imgur.

e Submit your infographics: Make really impressive infographics and submit to these
sites. Give reference link to your website. Some of the infographic submission sites are:
visual.ly, reddit, submit infographics, infographics archive.

o Share to document sites: Create documents related to your niche. Make sure you create

unique and helpful pdf or ppt. Upload that in these sites: issuu, slideshare, scribd.

All the sites mentioned here have high Page Authority (PA) and Domain Authority (DA). No

doubt, off-page SEO gives better ranking to your website in Google search.
Conclusion

Off page SEO is NOT just about backlinks as most people think. It involves in your overall
website trust, authority, social signals and many other things. This off page SEO guide is written
to discuss some of the crucial factors that can improve your overall website authority on Google

search.

Don't just rely upon On-page SEO if you want higher rankings. Whenever you publish a new

post, make sure to follow the off-page SEO techniques mentioned in this guide.
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Chapter 6

YouTube SEO Tips

Ranking a YouTube video is not a tough job at all? It only seems like that. Yes! You are right, It’s

about YouTube SEO. If rightly done, you will hit the 1st spot on both search engines.
Find the best YouTube SEO Tips, in perfectly drafted guide’s form.
#1 Keyword Research

It doesn’t matter either for Blogging or YouTube video ranking, Keyword Research plays vital
role which is a little different as compared to our traditional keyword finding methods. And the
best way to find these keywords is looking into YouTube Suggestions. Because mostly views
come from these suggestions, as viewers are too lazy to type in the complete keyword and end

up clicking one of the suggestions.

There are a lots of keywords which have high searches in google while very low in YouTube.

And some others are vice versa. That’s why YouTube’s Keyword Research is a little different.

Hence you need to find perfect keywords for your video to get maximum views and 1st place

ranking. Find the best ways to find Perfect Keywords for your videos.
#1. YouTube Suggest

Its same like Google Search. You just need to type a Keyword in YouTube Search and it will

show you some more keywords related to your main keyword.

Just type in a keyword in YouTube search and it will show you more related to your main

keyword.
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Pro Tip: You just need to put an underscore (“_
all the words before your keyword.

) before starting a keyword and it will show you
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You can use this underscore (“_") at the end of the keyword too.
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#2.Video Keywords

Secondly there are typical video keywords. When we search some keywords in a search engine

like Google, we usually get websites in SERPs.

But you may have noticed that sometimes you get videos in search results, more than simply

written content. These searches are “Video Keywords.”

Not clear yet? Take a look at this:
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GO gle tie a tie tutorial

All Videos mages News More Settings Tools

About 18,600,000 results (0.43 seconds

BEST HOW TO TIE A TIE TUTORIAL - YouTube

2 https:/fiwww youtube com/watch2v=-GnF9V3-nuw «
Jul 24, 2013 - Uploaded by jennarox222
This video will show you how to tie a tie like a pro. It is very easy to follow.
Please ... to like comment and ...

How to tie a tie - Quick and Easy - YouTube

| W hitps:/iwww.youtube com/watch?v=9BMhFmNzw-o0 +
Sep 13, 2012 - Uploaded by Math Meeting
How to tie a tie, a step by step explanation. Leam the quickest and most popular
| method to tie a tie, the four ...

In general, Google tends to display video results for these types of keywords:

Keywords starting with “How To.”
Reviews

Tutorials

Keywords with the word “Video.”
Songs/Movies

Watch

You can use keyword research tools like Google Keyword Planner, MOZ Keyword Explorer or

any other you usually use to explore relevant keywords.

Filter your video keywords from the list you generate by using different tools, and then you

may inspect every single keyword in google to find if that's actually a video keyword or not.

#3. Google Trends

Google Trends Toolis simple and contains tons of information to set-up our efficient

predictions about user intention. All level up SEOs know that finding user’s intention of a

keyword is lot more important than looking for its search volume.

Its quite simple just explore any term/keyword and change the search type from “Web Search”

to “YouTube Search”. Here is the graphic for clear understanding:
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= GoogleTrends ~ Compare

® Smart Watch . @ HowToTieATie

- . -
Search term Search term

+ Add comparison

Worldwide ¥ Past 90 days ¥ All categories ¥ Web Search

Image Search
Interest overtime @ rd
News Search

Google Shopping

YouTube Search
LA

It shows either people on YouTube have any interest in your search term or not.

Simply stating if it’s a video keyword or just another written content friendly term.
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Google Trends  Compare

® Smart Watch . @ HowToTieATie .
R : o + Add comparison
Search ten Search tern
Worldwide ~ Past 90 days v All categories Web Search «
Interest over time @ »

= GoogleTrends  Compare

® Smart Watch . ® HowToTieATie .
o e : e + Add comparison
Search ten Search term
Worldwide Past 90 days v All categories ¥ YouTube Search ¥
Interest overtime @ -

J R

These displays are clearly indicating that “smart watch” is a web content friendly keyword

whiles “How to tie a tie” is a pure video keyword.
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Video Optimization

Hope you all know much about on page SEO of a website‘s post. We need to do somewhat about
same things for our video to optimize it for YouTube. These are very very simple things which

need to be done.

e Change the name of the video to your keyword, by simply doing right click on the video
and using “Rename” option.

e Then go to the properties, again by just doing right click and reaching “properties” on
the menu.

e Now go to the “Details” tab and fill all the boxes with the name of your video.

#1. Video Title

The first and foremost signal for YouTube to check whats your video is all about, is the title of

your video.

What to do with this?

e Include your keyword once in your title
o Try to use attractive title.

By using attractive title you can get maximum Click Through Rate (CTR).

#2. Video Description

To give better understand of the video and its content to YouTube we use description.

In the description, usually do:

e Write at least 200 words of unique & descriptive explanation. I like to summarize what

the video is about (don’t ever stuff it with your target keyword).
e Add some external links to websites and social profiles.

This can help you to get your Video Featured in “YouTube Suggested Videos”.

#3. Video Tags
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Video Tags are relevancy signals for YouTube. Do use cool and relevant tags. They are used

for Classification.

We can explore two different ways to find tags quickly...

1. Own Tags

Just like the name of this heading suggests, you have to find tags for your video on your own.
Either you can brainstorm on your own to think of some relevant keywords or you can use

Google suggest & YouTube suggest for this.

2. Competitor’s Tags

In this, we have to steal the tags of our Competitor. Here is quick walk through:

1. Install TubeBuddy Chrome Extension.
Type your main keyword into YouTube search.
Click on top 5 ranked videos

Click “tags” in TubeBuddy to view competitor tags

S

Copy and paste these into your video’s tag place.

#4. Video Thumbnail

Thumbnail is the display picture of your video. The more engaging and attractive it is, better are
the chances for the user to click on it. So, do some experiments to create most attractive

thumbnail for your video. This can help you to get Awesome CTR.

You can use these tools to create eye catching thumbnails.

1. Photoshop

2. Canva

Video Promotion
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Well, YouTube SEO is incomplete without Video Promotion. Just consider it and plan your video

promotions even before posting on YouTube. One more thing as soon as you start promotions,

it becomes a ranking signal for your videos.

Simple Like: Video Promotion = Social Sharing = Higher Ranking

Here is how and where to promote:

1. Attack Facebook Pages & Groups

You can promote your videos on Facebook Pages & Groups.

Like if you're publishing a video on Subway Surfer Game, then you can search for Subway

Surfer’s pages and groups. Just look at the picture below:

.i Subway Surfers Q

Top Posts People Photos Videos Shop Pages Places Groups Apps Events

LIKED BY FRIENDS

Liked by friends Subway Surfers Official Fa.. ¢ Play Game i Like
ed by friends

P Video game - 1,662,641 like this | English (US) - 5.
Ut - o
VERIFIED
Verified
CATEGORY Subway Surfers W& Like

e Any category Interest - 776,177 like this
Local Business or Place

Company, Organisation
or Institution

Brand or Product

: i Subway surfers W& Like
Artist, Band or Public

App Page - 57,380 like this
Figure Rp.Y.ag

Entertainment

Cause or Community

Subway Surfers Game @ Play Game |y Like

Gamesftoys - 3,571 like this

Subway Surfers. e Like

¥ Visual arts - 122,537 like this

Subway Surfers 2 X ContactUs = s Like

N App Page - 9,781 like this

You can promote your video by commenting on the page.
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i P Subway Surfers Official Fanpage
'ﬁﬁ Like This Page :

Tell us which of these #SubwaySurfers characters

is your favorite in the comments, and we will pick
FIVE lucky winners to receive some swag!

Like Comment Share é'

Chronological ™

Lol S
. ',|': View previous comments
s Kaua Ribeiro Coco
\ . J See translation
S Like - Reply
' i Kaua Ribeiro Kim
Like - Reply

Kaua Ribeiro Pode ser também a Kim
See transiation

Like - Reply

Kaua Ribeiro Kim
Like - Reply
Kaua Ribeiro Kim
Like - Reply
2388 Adama Traore Carmen
v Like - Reply
Lillian Hixson Rosa @
Like - Reply
B Meriem Badi | need subway friends add plz
Like - Reply

- Dustin Doyle Kim

Pro Tip: Use Attractive Taglines and Thumbnail for better CTR and Good Traffic.

Same method stands applicable for Facebook Groups even.
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Top Posts People Photos Videos Shop Pages Places Groups Apps Events

SHOW ONLY rr
Ry Tl Subway Surfers Official Games[SSOG] 41 Join
e Any group R
21,264 members - 112 new members 2 English (US) - »
2 e

Public groups

Closed groups

MEMBERSHIP

« Any group ;_‘* Subway Surfers Fan Club 41 Join
Friends’ groups <; : 57,568 members - 86 new members

—

subway surfers loves friends 41 Join

1,736 members - 91 new members

Subway surfers 41 Join

297 members

Subway Surfers pakistan Fan club +1 Join

y . 296 members - 1 new member

Subway Surfers World Runners™ [SSWR] +1 Join
1,955 members - 17 new members

9

You can post your video links in Groups.

2. Reddit Gives You Premium Viewers

Reddit is a social network, full of people from Premium Countries like USA. You just need to

increase your Reddit Link Karma and then post your videos in Sub-Reddit.
What is Sub-Reddit?

It is same like a Facebook Group. You'll get very good traffic from Reddit.
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hot new rising controversial top gided wiki promoted Log in or sign up

n @ Cubs fan stops 2

y remember me m
- © This turtle sneezing is G

— Submit a Video
o Guy helps out a new paintball player )
¢ s B . unsubscribe
O RAVIENEEREN] Dr. David Dao's Lawyer DESTROYS United Airlines Over and Over Again at Press 5500 vewen | 18 vy
N\ Conference  (youtube.co
A bmitted trooperté3 r/PoliticalVideo | /r/Vide 560

Resources

heckles comic con moderator
Points Rules

9 O Rick and Morty y

[lUnknownVideos

oller in Multiplayer Microsoft Flight Simulator X

About /rVideos

A qgreat place for video content of all kinds,
Burger King's newest TV ad that had a disastrous flaw (jou Directlinks to major video sites are preferred
: N (e.0. YouTube, Vimeo, etc.)

+0. Videos Only

3. Google+ Gives a traffic boost

Google+ is very good source to get trafficc You need to find related Google Plus

Communities and post your video link but again taking serious care to avoid spamming.

TIP: Try to keep your video attractive as much as possible depending upon your topic. You can
do research to develop informative videos with good amount of curiosity and that will surely

increase user engagement level of your videos.

In other words, Success of video promotion is directly proportional to its engagement and

attractiveness.

Video Ranking

Lets get to link building of our videos just like we do off page SEO of our web page. And how you

can build links for your videos?
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1. Web 2.0 Video Embedding

You just need to create a web 2.0, then do a post and embed your video there. Because

Embedding YouTube Video is one of the most important ranking factor in YouTube algorithm.
2. Forum Commenting

Just like we use to do Blog Commenting for SEO, we can do forum commenting to rank our
YouTube Videos. Simply reach out some relevant forums and then search for your topical

threads. After that leave a normal comment there with your YouTube video embed.
3. Video Embeds By Outreach

Video Embed-ders are the people who have published content related to your video, on their

websites. This is the best way to get contextual video embedded links.
You just need to search for articles related to Google Assistant. How?
You can use these queries:

intitle:"Google Assistant”and

inurl:"Google Assistant”

This query will show you all the posts which are on “Google Assistant”. Just open the site, get

their contact details and send them a mail.
4. Quora Solves the Problems

You can give a quick try to Quora, and the community will get back to you with the best answer
to your question most of the time. If you don’t have any idea, Quora is a question & answers

related social community.

If you are developing videos with answer to some very important questions, which might be a

trend on Quora as well. It can be used for ranking as well as for traffic.

You can embed your videos on Quora. You just need to search for your Video Relevant Topics
on that platform. Find some questions and answer them with an embedded video. Google

Knowledge Graphs also show the direct answers of questions.

Conclusion

Hope you’ve improved your knowledge. Even if you already knew all these things
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Chapter 7

SEO Link Building Techniques

Link building is still important for SEO ( Search Engine Optimization).

Search engine determines the value of websites like how good and original content is and how

many pages linking them regarding Authority, Trust, and Spam.

So if we try to build low-quality links, e.g., Directory submission or over-optimized links will
surely catch by search engine algorithms like Penguin and your site end with penalizing. So

Avoid Links Spam.

How to effectively make Link Building?

Here is some Link Building Strategies will surely help you out.
1. Grab Competitors Links

Always Monitor your competitor’s backlinks so you can grab new link building opportunities.
Find how they got a link and try to replicate. For this, you can use tools like Ahrefs, Majestic

SEO, Linkody or Openlinkprofiler.

For example: Go to Ahrefs.com —> enter your competitor URL -> Explore

ANrefs Dashooard  Alrs Site Explorer  Content Explorer ~ Keywords Explorer  Tools

http:/fwww.copyblogger.com/

Dashboard

30 days v

Check Referring Domains with Ahrefs
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htp://www.copyblogger.com/ * domain/*

Qv

Copyblogger - Content Marketing Mastery Gk @o B @
Backlink profile v htp:fiwww.copyblogger.com/ «
Backlinks

Backlinks Referring domains Organic keywords Organic traffic Paid keywords

New  Lost | Broken Ahrefs Rank UR DR
B L TE 2,898 85 @ 1.63M s 346K iz 276K 20 85K 0

New  Lost Live 1.22M Live 30.7K
Anchors

Top referring content

Referring IPs Backlink profile  Organic search  Paidsearch  Content overview

Organic search v
Organic keywords Ahrefs Rank Past 3 months Live index
New = Movements Today 2898 17
) Crawled pages 12916
Top pages avg 7 days 2909 114 P
Competing domains (X0 avg 1 month 293 I
Referring domains 34,569 100%
Competing pages [0 avg 3 months 2947 115 9 o ’
dofollow 30,308 B88Y
Content gap [0 aov 1 (1,,_0
b
ST Referring domains uve noex Alltime = Oneyear | Last30days edu 280 <%
Best by links com 24397 %
Best by links' growth net 1463
Best by shares org 1,061

TOE content

Ahrefs rated backlink with Domain Rating on a scale from 1 to 100. Find Backlinks with high DR

which carry more “weight.”

Sort Referring Domains with High Domain Rating

ahrefs Dashooad Aers Ste Explorer  Content Explorer ~ Keywords Explorer  Tools v

“domain* v
el Referring Domains
Backlink profile v
Backiinks Linktype v | TLDs v Q
New  Lost Broken
Freshindex |  Liveindex ' | 34,569 resuits (5 Export
New  Lost
Referring domain DR Ahrefsrank’  Backlinks' [ dofollow | First seen
Anchors
Top referring content marketingfinger com 52 755,138 153739 ~ 153730 I 24 Mar'15
BERIITIS studiopress.com 7 B4 75207 75000 N 1Apr13
Organic search v
' freejavme~ 0 6127212 592~ 50,132 A 18 Aug 15
Organic keywords
New  Movements fregjavlink 29 63373505 39.269 - 39269 HH 90ct"a
Top pages
javrapidgator.com 22 95AT8MMT 32893 + 32897 W 22 Mar'1
Competing domains (I
Competing pages (1 morinfamily.com 34 39379557 30658 ~ 30658 W 19 Mar'13
Gtz vianza com 0 175030 20441 - 0312 W 2015
Pages v
zzed.co.uk~ 3 03733362 23819 - 23818 W 14 Dec 14
Best by links
Best by links' growth downloadjav.link ¥ 0 293690393 2301 ~ 23031 W 16 0ct'15
Best by shares
hotjavink 29 65952231 21698 ~ 21698 W 11 0ct'15

Top content
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High DR Referring Domains

hitp:/fwwwi copyblagger. comy *domain” v * Seftings

CieaRe Referring Domains
Backlink profile ¥
Backiiks Linktype v TLDs v Q
New  Lost Broken
Referring domains Fresh index Liveindex 34,569 results (G Export
New | Lost
Referring domain DR} Ahrefsrank’! Backlinks’ { dofollow First seen
Anchors /
Top referring content youtube.com+ 95 3 i 0 19 Mar'15
kEEgl pus googlecom» | 94 4 5B 150 19 Mar'15
Organic search
i v “ 5 5T~ 9 Mar '13
Organic keyworcs jordpress.org 9 1 41 29Mar1
New  Movements linkedin.com = 93 6 10~ 9 6 Mar'16
Top pages
adobe.com ~ 92 9 4~ 3 21 Mar'13
Competing domains
Competing pages pinterest com v 91 "o~ 0 30 Aug 15
Contentgap apple.com » 90 noo 0 1.6
Pages v
Wi v q - Mar 15
Best by links en.wikipedia.org 89 14 13 0 21 Mar'13
Best by links' growth googlv % 18 A0 0 22 May'15
Best by shares
flickr.com» 87 ) 1 0 4Jan'16
Top content .
Qulgoing links v w3019 ¥ 87 % 2~ 2 200115 =
= g

Identify their links like what kind of backlink it is, e.g. Guest blog profile-link, contextual or

comment. Remove websites like directories or forums links. Go ahead and replicate those links.
PS: You can also use Moz Domain Authority Metric for link analysis.

2. Skyscraper Technique

It is Coined by Brian Dean - backlinko.com content-driven link building technique.

The Skyscraper Technique:

The idea is that find your competitors content which already got love in terms of social share
and links. Rebuild content with something better than your competitors like improved one.

Outreach the right people.
3. Guest Posting

Guest posts is an excellent way to earn natural authority backlinks. This will also strengthen a

relationship with industry-relevant bloggers and boost your brand.
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Find your Niche / Industry Related sites contribute content there because who doesn’t like
creative contents. You can find Guest Blogging Opportunities with some Google Searches Like:
[niche] + write for us

[Industry ] + intitle:"write for us”

keyword “guest post”

keyword “submit a guest post”

G travel + write forus - Go X \m ' - ! ‘ ‘

& C | & hitps//www.google.com/#g=travel+%2B+write+for+us

Go g|e travel + write for us !, B l
All News Videos Shopping mages More Search tools
About 400,000,000 results (0.68 seconds)

Write for Us! | Wanderful - Women Helping Women Travel the World
https:/iwww sheswanderful com/write/ »

Write for Us! wanderful contribute. Wanderful is locking for a few goed women! Are you interested in
writing for an audience of adventurous, independent

Write For Us - 540 per article! No Experience Required. | Travelicious
travelicious world/write-for-us/ »

We are currently locking for people all over the werld to work for us as freelance Travel Writers. You do
not need to be travelling — you can write travel guides ...

Write For Us - GoAbroad.com

www.goabroad.com/blog/write-for-us/

GoAbread.com is committed to providing the mest comprehensive internatienal education and
altemative travel resources. Our user-generated reviews, verified ..

Write for Us - indietravelnet

indietravel.net/write-for-us/ -

Share Your Travel Experiences by Guestpesting at Indietravel At Indietravelwe are open to advertising.
spensership, guest posts and reviews. Our blog features.

Approach them & tell the topic you already were written. Send your post them (including
author bio + link) and get your link.

4. Broken Link Building

Broken Link Building Technique is one of the traditional ways to build White Hat Links. You just
need to find your niche-specific sites with broken link. Outreach webmaster & pinpoint their

broken links and ask for a replacement with your link.
You can use Ahrefs tool for this Broken link building prospects. So how to find broken links?

Go to Ahrefs.com —> Enter Prospect URL —> Explore
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EIhI'EfS Dashboard  Alerts  Site Explorer  Content Explorer  Keywords Ex

Site Explorer

Get an in-depth look at the backlink profile and search traffic of any website or URL

. | (D lwww.copyblogger.com| *domamn®  «

Outgoing Links —> Broken Links

Best by shares
Top content
Linked domains
Anchors
Broken links
Paid search »
PPC keywords
Ads Referring pages /e ncex
Top landing pages
Export v

CsV PDF

Select Dofollow for Editorial Links
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Orenve Broken Links
Backlink profile v - g
i Linktype v === Select Dofollow For Editorial Link

New | Lost | Broken

Eiplore | ¢ setings

© Fresh index Live index ' |1,564 pages with broken links 43 Export
Referring domains
New | Lost
Referring page UR} Int. Ext.  Anchorand backlink Broken
Anchors Last check
Top referring confent
. 10 Sure-Fire Headline Formulas That Work 39T 41 anbdek 10 Oct'16
Referting IPs www.copyblogger.com/10-sure-fire-headiine-formul wwwburek coyu/ v 5d
Organic search v as-tnat-work/ v
Organic keywords . e M 90115
New | Movements le_llllent Link www.myvmworld.biz/ v ad
(Nofollow)
Top pages
Competing domains [ — — 22 Sep
markeall.com/go/EVS ¥ 16
Competing pages =0 S—— a4
Copte

Done

ahrefs Dasiboard  Aers Site Explorer  Content Explorer  Keywords Explorer  Tools

htp:/www.copyblogger.com/ TV Eglore | £} <

Overview

Broken Links
Backiink profile v

Backiinks

New Lost Broken

Referiing domains Freshindex | Liveindex ' |47 pages wih broken dofollow links BExort

New  Lost

Referring page URY Int. Ext. Anchor and backlink Broken

Anchors Last check
Top referring content

) 6 Proven Ways to Boost the Conversion Rates of 45 80 73 AdDeffect 18 Dec
Referring IPs Your Call-to-Action Buttons codecraftingblueprints commake-clickable-things-look-ickable/ » 14

Organic search v www.copyblogger.com/call-to-action-buttons/ v 04

Organic keywords Do You Recognize These 10 Mental Blocks to 40 52 161 ati Justike Neo needed to understand that * there is no spoon”in -~ 9Sep'16

Creative Thinking? - Copyblogger -
www.copyblogger.commental-blocks-creative-thinki

New | Movements

the fimThe Matrix, you need to realize “there 27d
www.donnarose.com/Spoon.html \

Top pages g
Competing domains 1
Competing pages [ 21 Ways to Create Compeling Content When You 40 63 127 Doan interview There are lofs of reasons why interviews are great 16 Sep
Don't Have a Clue for blog content, but right now let's focus on the simple fact 16
Content gap [ www.copyblogger.com/create-content-ideas/ v clevermarketer.comvinterviews-blog-content html » 16d
Pages
Best by finks author (*What Tolkien Can Teach You...”), a poet, or evenaling out 6 Sep'16

e —

Now outreach webmaster.
PS: Your Link must be relevant to that broken link.

5. Blog Commenting
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Comment

You Awesome Comment Here

I'm not a robot

Post Comment

Notify me of follow-up comments by email

Notify me of new posts by email

Blog comment not just brings no-follow backlink but also bring referral traffic back to your site.

Just find popular blogs under your niche and leave a thoughtful comment which adds value to

the post. Their readers also engage with your comment.

For Comment Opportunities, you can use tools like DropMyLink.com or linksearching.com.

DROP MY LINK

Use these different Google queries to find thousands of sites to drop your links on and send
you more traffic. How Do | Get Started?

Past Month - 20 Results - Any TLD -

Category: | Comment backlinks v

Footprint: | Comment Luv Premium ¥

Query: seo "This blog uses premium CommentLuv" “The version of CommentLuv

on this site is no longer supported.”

Note: Use your real name and email address, Don’t use any anchor text in the comment.

Conclusion
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To actually earn backlinks, you must focus on giving tremendous value through content. There

is no shortcut. There is no quick fix. You just need to think about how you can help your users.
Then, create content that actually helps them. Be user-centric and the backlinks and social

shares will compound over time.
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Chapter 8

Effective Keyword Research Tips

If you are not doing Keyword Research, there is no use of any SEO Strategy. And if you are! Let’s

find out either you are keeping a good track or doing it just Okay?

And this guide is exactly going to walk you through your weak or missed points to make you a

confident SEO person.
Find out not only How to do Effective Keyword Research but how to rock your awesome SEO
journey. Following are the best tips for niche selection right now.

1. Start with seed keywords

Seed keywords are the foundation of your keyword research. They define your niche and help

you identify your competitors.

If you already have a product or business that you want to promote online, coming up with seed
keywords is as easy as describing that product with your own words or brainstorming how

other people might search for it.

For example, let’s say you're launching an online store with GoPro accessories. The Google

searches (keywords) that you would first think of are:

e GoPro accessories;
e gadgets for GoPro;

e GoPro add-ons.

That’s a no-brainer, right. But what if you're looking to start an affiliate marketing website, and

you have no idea which niche to pick or which products to promote

The challenge of “picking a niche” deserves a big and detailed guide of its own. But generally,

there are two ways to approach this:

1. “Monetization first” approach
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Start from exploring available monetization methods. Pick a product or an offer that you like.

And then think of search queries that people might be using to find it in Google.

For example, Amazon has an extremely popular affiliate program. So all you need to do is
browse their website until you discover a product (or a category of products) that you're

willing to promote.

Another option is to scout affiliate marketplace sites like ClickBank or CJ, that connect product

owners with affiliates.

Arts & Entertainment

Featured Products ’

Business/Investing

@ supemoa smel NG

ptlon s"

SINGING LE.SSONS

Computers/Internet

E-Business & E-Marketing

SURF STRENGTH C...
$37.00

Education

VOOLUU GREEN P...
Employment & Jobs $89.95

SUPERIOR SINGIN...

$97.00

Fiction

And finally, just review the products and services that you're using yourself and see if you can

become an affiliate.

2. “Niche down” approach

You can start with a super broad keyword and niche down until you see an interesting

opportunity.

For example, if you pick “music” as your super broad niche and your Keyword Explorer tool
gives you almost 5 million keyword ideas for that seed keyword, so, in order to “niche down,”
you need to focus on longer and more specific keywords that have the word "music" in them. So
now you will use the "Words" filter to narrow down that huge list of keyword ideas to those

with exactly 4 words.

And here’s what you should be able to find:
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e “music making software free” - You could start a review site and cover all the latest

releases and updates.

e ‘“game of thrones music” - People want to download music they hear in movies, TV
series, TV shows, etc. And given that new TV content is released regularly, this could be a
fun niche.

e “gifts for music lovers” - There are a lot of famous music bands and leading music labels
have a ton of merchandise for their fans to buy. Not to mention musical instrument
brands like Gibson, Fender, etc. They must have some affordable gift options too.

e “music games for kids” - Who would not love to play some fun music games with kids.

These niche ideas are obviously far from perfect, but invest a little bit more time and you'll

inevitably stumble upon something awesome.

#2. Generate keyword ideas

The next step is to generate a mammoth list of relevant keyword ideas, while also getting a
good understanding of what people in your niche are searching for in Google. There are at least

four good ways to do it.

1. See what keywords you already rank for:

If you own a website that's been around for a while, you should already be ranking in Google for
a few hundred keywords. Knowing what they are is a perfect way to kick-start your keyword

research.

A good source of this information is a report called “Search Analytics” in Google Search Console:
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Search Analytics

Analyze your performance on Google Search. Filter and compare your results to better understand your user's search pattemns. Learn more.

~" Clicks ~ Impressions CTR  Position
e Queries Pages Countries Devices Search Type
No filter No filter No filter No filter Web
Total clicks Total impressions Avg. position
4,601 156,668 231
Querles Clicks ¥
1 twitter automation = 118
2 tweets that get a lot of retweets = 52
3 tweets that will get likes 50
4 twitter automation tools 41
5 tweets that will get you retweets 39
F B 7 r

Impressions

1,088

143

m

440

I

Dates
Last 28 days

Position

1.9

1.1

1.4

1.6

1.1

Search Console shows your average position for each of the keywords you rank for and how

many impressions and clicks this brings you. However, they don’t show the monthly search

volume and you’re limited to 1000 keywords only.

2. See what keywords your competitors are ranking for

The chances are, your competitors have already performed all the tedious keyword research

work for you. So you can research the keywords that they rank for and cherry-pick the best

ones.

If you don’t know who your competitors are, just put your seed keywords into Google and see

who ranks on the front page.
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Let's do that with a seed keyword - “gifts for music lovers.” And you will see an interesting

website ranking on the front page, uncommongoods.com.

Let's now plug that website in Keyword Research Tool and browse the keywords that it ranks

for:

uncommongoods.com

Overview Organic Keywords
Backlink profile ¥
Backlinks Position ~  Volume: Min-10,000 X KD ~ CPC ~  Traffic v  Words v
* New
> Lo B= 305,408 I 26,176 mm 17,257 @&l 13,954 More~ 305,408 results
* Broken
Referring domains Keyword Volume i
* New
* Lost friendship lamps 9,400
Anchors
. gifts for teenage girls 8,500
Top referring content
Referring IPs unigue christmas gifts 8,600
Organic search v
dad gifts 8,100
* New best gifts for mom 6,100
* Movements
Top pages gifts for couples 6,000
Competing domains _
Competing pages funny gifts 7,600
Content gap & housewarming gift ideas 8,100
Pages v
Best by links christmas gifts for men 10,000
li 1 . .
Bectbvinkegow gifts for wife 8,700
Best hv ﬁﬂﬁiﬁi

Sometimes even a single competitor can supply you with enough keyword ideas to keep your
SEO team busy for months. But if you're hungry for more, you can go to “Competing domains”

report to find more sites like your competitor.

And we've just closed the "competitive research loop":

e Putyour seed keyword into Google and see who ranks on top;
e Plug their site into Ahrefs to see their best keywords;

¢ Find more relevant websites via the “Competing domains” report;
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e (Go backto either step 1 or 2.

The trick to almost unlimited keyword ideas is to repeat this process over and over.

And don’t neglect tapping into related industries. You might discover a lot of great keywords
that don’t necessarily relate to whatever you're offering but can still bring very targeted visitors

to your website.

3. Use keyword research tools

Good competitor research is often enough to fill your spreadsheet with a ton of relevant

keyword ideas.

But if you're one of the leaders in your niche, that strategy is not quite feasible for you. You have

to be looking for some unique keywords that none of your competitors are targeting yet.

And the best way to do it is by using a decent keyword research tool. Luckily, there’s no

shortage of them on the market:

e http://soovle.com/
e https://ubersuggest.io/
e http://answerthepublic.com/

& quite a few more. Most tools will pull their keyword suggestions from the following sources:

e scraping keyword ideas directly from Google Keyword Planner;
e scraping Google auto-suggest;

e scraping "similar searches" in Google.

These methods are great, but they can rarely give you more than a couple hundred suggestions.

For example, UberSuggest shows only 316 keyword ideas for "content marketing."

There are also advanced keyword research tools (Ahrefs, Moz, SEMrush) that operate a

keyword database of their own and therefore will give you vastly more keyword ideas.

You can easily go bananas trying to sift through a keyword list of that size, so we have some

great filtering options in place:
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e Keyword difficulty;

e Search volume;

e (licks;

e C(licks per search;

e Cost per click;

e Return rate;

e Number of words in a keyword;

¢ Include/Exclude terms.

4. Study your niche well

The aforementioned keyword research strategies are extremely effective and provide an almost

unlimited amount of keyword ideas. But at the same time, they kind of keep you “in the box.”

Sometimes, just by studying your niche well (and adding a pinch of common sense), you can

discover some great keywords that no one in your niche is targeting yet.

Here’s how to Kkickstart "out of the box" thinking:

e Getin the shoes of your potential customers: who they are and what bothers them;
e Talk with your existing customers, get to know them better, study the language they use;

e Be an active participant in all your niche communities and social networks.

For example, if you're selling waterproof headphones, here are some of the "out of the box"

keywords you might try targeting:

e How to survive a hard swim practice;

e How to make swim practice go by faster;

e What do you think about when swimming;
e Best swimming style for long distance;

e Reduce water resistance swimming.

People searching for these things are not necessarily looking to buy waterproof headphones,

but they should be fairly easy to sell to.
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#3. Understand keyword metrics

While executing the aforementioned strategies, you'll find yourself sifting through thousands of

keyword ideas and trying to decide which of them deserve to be shortlisted.

And to help you separate the wheat from the chaff, there’s a bunch of cool keyword metrics to

consider.

1. Search Volume

This metric shows you the overall search demand of a given keyword, i.e, how many times

people around the world (or in a specific country) put this keyword into Google.

Most of the keyword research tools pull their Search volume numbers from Google AdWords,

which was long regarded as a trusted source of this data.

But not anymore. For the past few years, Google has been consistently taking data away from

SEOs:

But this time, we were able to get away with a cool workaround - clickstream data.
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Your product or service

influencer definition, influence definition

Some keywords you entered and their close variants have been grouped into one row. Learn more

Ad group ideas Keyword ideas

Search terms Avg. monthly searches

influence definition 14,800

You ain’t fooling us, Google
Keyword KD Volume t Clicks
influence definition 10,000 040 = 1,430
influencer definition 600| 1.30 m 263

Thanks to clickstream, we can uncover what Google is hiding from us

By modeling numbers from GKP against clickstream data, we're able to come up with much
more accurate search volumes and un-group keywords that have similar meaning. Another

thing to always keep in mind is the dynamic nature of Search volume.

For example, a keyword like “christmas gifts” will naturally spike around Christmas time while

having almost zero search volume during the rest of the year.

To check the search volume trend of a keyword you can use a free tool called Google Trends:
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Google Trends Explore

® christmas gifts

Search term + Compare

Worldwide « Past 5 years v All categories = Web Search ~

Interest over time @ =

Inl

So the search volume is basically an annual average. And if you're in doubt about the

“seasonality” of a keyword, make sure to check the trends.

But there’s one problem with search volume. It doesn’t always accurately predict the search

traffic.
2. Clicks

Let's take a keyword, “Donald Trump Age,” that has a search volume of 246,000 searches per

month (according to Google Keyword Planner).

That huge search demand implies that you should get a massive amount of traffic if you rank at

the top of Google for that keyword. But let’s see what the search results look like:
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donald trump age $ Q

All Images News Videos Maps More Settings Tools

About 89,500,000 results (0.74 seconds)

Donald Trump / Age

70 years

June 14, 1946

Melania Trump ' Hillary Clinton Barack Obama
46 years 69 years 55 years

Donald Trump - Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Trump

Trump was born on June 14, 1946 at the Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, Queens, New York City. He
was the fourth of five children born to Frederick Christ "Fred" Trump (1905-1999) and Mary Anne Trump
(née MacLeod, 1912-2000).

Feedback

A fair share of Google’s real estate is taken by an instant answer to that search query: 70 years.
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Overview: donald trump age

Keyword difficulty ' Search volume Return rate’

121K 1.1

With clicks 14%

ﬁ 86

These “uncommon” search results are known as “SERP features” and there are quite a few

different types of them:

e Knowledge cards;
e Featured snippets;
e Top stories;

e Local packs;

e Shopping results;

¢ Image packs, etc.

Some of them will vastly improve search traffic to your website, but others will steal it away

from you.

On the above screenshot from a Keywords Explorer tool, you can see that 86% of searches for
“donald trump age” don’t result in any clicks on the search results. All because searchers are

presented with an instant answer via a Knowledge card.

The Clicks metric is totally invaluable in weeding out the search queries with huge search
demand but miserable traffic. And we’re proud to be the only tool on the market to have this

metric.

We're also able to show you how many of the clicks get "stolen" by search ads:
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Overview: Iwireless headphones |

Return rate Clicks Clicks / search’

17 105K 0.72

Keyword difficulty Search volume ’

146K

With clicks 51%

g 24

l.llllll--llllllll 4;{ﬁlu|nn.:riHHHH

Overview:lbest wireless headphones l

eturn rate ' Clicks Clicks / search

75K 1.28

Keyword difficulty Search volume

59K

72%

50

-lllllllllllllllll SCLL T L

B

On the above screenshot, you can see that a fair share of clicks for "wireless headphones" go to

search ads, while clicks for "best wireless headphones" are almost entirely organic.
3. Traffic potential

Search volume and Clicks are great metrics to understand the popularity and traffic of a single
keyword. But that keyword may have a ton of synonyms and related searches, all of which can

be targeted with a single page on your website.

An example : The keyword “I'm sorry flowers” doesn’t look very promising in terms of search

demand or traffic:
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Overview: i'm sorry flowers / \

Keyword difficulty Search volume Return rate ' Clicks

350 1.17 188

With clicks 43%

The #1 ranking result usually gets no more than 30% of all clicks. This means you can hope for

around 60 visits per month if you rank #1 for the keyword “I'm sorry flowers.”

And that is a bit of a discouraging projection, right?

But let’s look at how much search traffic the #1 ranking page for “I'm sorry flowers” keyword

actually gets:

Search results ' AR' DR UR® Backlinks' Domains Traffic Kw. '
» 4 adwords top
» Image pack

» Featured snippet

Which Flowers to Say Sorry? - ProFlowers Blog 43K 61 16 55 5 271 48
http://www.proflowers.com/blog/which-flowers-to-say-sorry v

I'm Sorry flowers | Apology flowers from ProFlowers.com 43K 61 16 13 9 121 36
http://www.proflowers.com/sorry-flowers-ims v

I'm Sorry Flowers | Apology Flowers | FromYouFlowers® 261K 55 14 4 2 80 33
http:/fwww fromyouflowers.com/occasion/im-sorry-flowers-qifts =

I'm Serry Flowers | I'm Sorry Gifts | 1-800-FLOWERS.COM 20K 63 15 1 2 51 45
https://www.1800flowers.com/imsorry v

®© 0 606 0 ©

I'm Sorry Flowers & Gifts - Send Apology Flowers & Gift Baskets for ... 18K 63 16 5 4 100 73
https:/fwww_ftd.com/im-sorry-ctg/occasion-imsorry «

On the above screenshot, you can see that it is attracting almost 300 visitors from Google per
month. That's because it ranks for 48 different keywords and not just “I'm sorry flowers”

keyword alone.
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We've been advocating the importance of long-tail traffic for quite a while (here, here, & here),

but it doesn’t hurt to stress it again. People search for the same things in all sorts of peculiar
ways. So a single page on your website has a potential to rank for hundreds (if not thousands)

of related keywords.

So it's time to stop evaluating keywords just by their Search volume (or Clicks) alone. You need

to look at the top-ranking results and see how much search traffic they get in total.
4. Keyword Difficulty

Unquestionably, the best possible way to gauge the ranking difficulty of a keyword is to

manually analyze the search results and use your SEO experience (and gut feeling).

But that is something that you can’t do at scale for thousands of keywords at once. That’s why

the keyword difficulty metric is so handy.

Each keyword research tool has their own methods of calculating ranking difficulty score. The

more quality backlinks they have, the harder it would be for you to outrank them.

seo tools = United States ~
DR Overview: seo tools
Keyword ideas v
All .
T Eeorme: Keyword difficulty Search volume' Return rate '
Having same terms 1 3 K 1 . 26

Also rank for With clicks 64%
Search suggestions W t clicks ¢
Traffic share v @f 8 1 w

By domains
By pages ‘

MY LISTS ~

RECOMMENDATION

High competition is not always a reason to give up on a keyword. It all comes down to the

balance between the business value of that keyword and its ranking difficulty.
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Some keywords may be super easy to rank for, but the visitors that they bring to your website

will never become customers. So it doesn’t make sense to waste your effort there.

On the other hand, some insanely competitive keywords can be the best thing that could

happen to your business if you rank for them. So they’re well worth the investment (and wait).

5. Cost Per Click

This metric is mostly important for advertisers rather than SEOs. However, many SEO
professionals treat CPC as an indication of keywords' commercial intent (which actually makes

a lot of sense).

One important thing to know about Cost Per Click is that it is much more volatile than Search
volume. While search demand for a keyword fluctuates on a monthly basis, its CPC can change

pretty much any minute.

Therefore, the CPC values that you see in third-party keyword research tools are nothing but a

snapshot of a certain timeframe. If you want to get the actual data, you have to use AdWords.

#4. Group your list of keywords

So you have generated a ton of promising keyword ideas and used the aforementioned metrics

to identify the very best ones.

Now it's time to bring some structure to your list.

1. Group by “parent topic”

The days of targeting one keyword with one page are long gone. Now SEO professionals are

facing a brand new struggle:

Should I target a bunch of relevant topics with one page or create a separate page for each set of

keywords?

We know that one page can rank for hundreds (if not thousands) of relevant keywords. But how

much is too much? And how do you know which keywords fit your topic and which don’t?
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For example, the main keyword of this very article is (obviously) “keyword research.” And you

want to know what other relevant keywords you can also rank for along with it. So If you take
the #1 ranking page for “keyword research,” put it into a Site Explorer and sift through the

keywords that it ranks for:

https://moz_com/beginners-guide-to-seo/keyword-research > URL ~

Overview: Organic Keywords
Backlink profile « -
Backlinks Position ~ Volume ~ KD ~ CPC ~ Traffic ~ Words ~
= New
o e == 1,234 == 280 =IE 212 && 155 More~ 1,234 results
= Broken
Referring domains Keyword Volume
= New
= Lost keyword research 12,000
Anchors
: keyword 11,000
Top referring content
Referring IPs keywords 14,000
Organic search «
. seo 148,000
* New keyword analysis 1,400
= Movements
Top pages keyword search 6,200
Competing domains
- seo keyword research 400
Competing pages.
r r e

And in an instant, you will see two decent keywords:

e keyword analysis - 1,400
e keyword search - 6,200

This means that you don’t need to create separate pages to target each of these keywords

(though maybe they actually deserve it), but try to rank for them with this single post.

So that’s the very first step in bringing some stucture to your random list of keywords. You need
to find which keywords are semantically and contextually related and group them under a

“parent topic” to target with a single page.
SIDENOTE. “parent topic” is the highest volume keyword that a page ranks for.

2. Group by intent
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So you have grouped semantically related keywords by "parent topic" and mapped them to

different pages of your website. The next step is to group these "pages" by the so-called

"searchers’ intent."

Behind every search query that people put into Google, there’s a certain (and oftentimes very
specific) expectation. Your goal is to decipher that expectation upfront, so you could build a

page that would perfectly match it.

This could be quite challenging at times. Let’s take a keyword, “roses,” for example. What's the

searchers' intent behind it? Most likely it's one of these two:

e See some pictures of roses.

e Learn more about this flower.

The best way of deciphering intent behind the search query is to google it and see what comes
up first. Google is getting better and better in identifying the intent behind each search query,

so the search results usually talk for themselves.
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roses & O

All Images Videos Maps News More Settings Tools

About 730,000,000 results (0.52 seconds)

Images for roses

¢
B

—> More images for roses Report images
Rose - Wikipedia
https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose «
A rose is a woody perennial flowering plant of the genus Rosa, in the family Rosaceae, or the flower it
bears. There are over a hundred species and thousands ...
Guns N' Roses (@gunsnroses) - Twitter
https://ftwitter.com/gunsnroses W%
Get on the Nightrain! Where it all began. #GnFnR a Happy birthday Angus Young!
Nightrain members get year ago at The Troubadour. pic.twitter.com/Pd0yiGZ...
exclusive perks year round... pic.twitter.com/onogemx...
bit.ly/GNRNOW >

#ImMONTheNightrain
pic.twitter.com/oqglhbsh...

13 hours ago - Twitter 3 days ago - Twitter 3 days ago - Twitter

The SERP above serves both these intents with an image strip, followed by a Wikipedia link.

But then you get Guns'N'Roses Twitter profile. What are they doing in the search results for the
keyword "roses"? Well, it looks like Google has identified that it's what people looking for the

keyword "roses" want to see.

Once you figure the intent behind your keywords, you might want to map it to the stage of the

sales cycle that it represents:

e Unaware;

e Problem aware;
e Solution aware;
e Product aware;

e Fully aware.
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The bullet points above are just one of the many ways different marketers map out the so-called

“Buyers' Journey.” Here’s an alternative look at it:

New Digital Marketing Hourglass: Customer Journey Stages Model

En gage ment Brand Awareness
Education Probiem identification

" Research /nvestigate Solutions

-Eualuation Assess Satisfaction of Needs, Requirerments
'lustification Justify & Quantify Value, Internal Buy-In

cnase .

. Pre-Purchase Stages qurchase Transactional and Transitional Factors

H /. I r
Ado pthﬂ Onboarding and Implementation

Retention satisfaction and Success

.' CustomerJourneyMarketer.com

Image taken from customerjourneymarketer.com

Whether you want to map your keywords to any of the existing models or come up with your
very own one is entirely up to you. For example, Everett Sizemore from Golnflow.com suggests

mapping keywords/topics to user personas. Stick with whatever makes the most sense for you.
3. Group by business value

This grouping is actually closely related to grouping by intent. But this time, you need to figure

out which intent drives the best ROI for your business.

If you're mainly looking for traffic and brand awareness, you might focus on keywords that will

bring tons of visitors but won't necessarily convert into leads or sales.

That’s what HubsSpot does with content on their blog. Take a look at their top-performing

articles:
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Top Pages

Position ~  Volume ~ KD ~» CPC ~  Traffic v  Words ~  Searchir Q
®ius N EEGB E AU Morev 16,615 results
#  Trafficl Keywords' Page URL Top keyword |
1 75,782 2,810 = & blog.hubspot.com/marketing/how-to-create-animated-gif-quick-tip-ht = how to make a gif
2 41,862 4,487 - & blog.hubspot.com/marketing/video-editing-software = best free video editing software
3 39,663 1,583 ~ @ blog.hubspot.com/marketing/how-to-build-excel-graph ~ how to make a graph in excel
4 27977 2,346 - é blog.hubspot.com/marketing/how-to-remove-background-image-in-powerpoint-design-ht ~ remove background from image
5 25343 1,589 - & blog.hubspot.com/marketing/professional-bio-examples v how to write a bio

There are tons of people looking for “how to make a gif,” and HubSpot is generating almost

100k visitors from that single article alone.

If you have unlimited marketing budgets, you can fire all cannons at once. But most businesses
can’t afford this luxury, so they have to think well about which keywords will drive their

business and which ones will only drive their vanity metrics.

Don’t ignore good keywords just because they don’t have commercial value. For example, other
than bringing tons of traffic to the HubSpot blog, that article on “how to make a gif” also attracts

a ton of backlinks.

# 5. Prioritise

Prioritisation is not really the “final step” in your keyword research process, but rather

something you do naturally as you move through the aforementioned steps.

While you're generating keyword ideas, analyzing their metrics, and grouping them, you should

be noting the following things:

e What is the estimated traffic potential of this keyword (group)?

e How tough is the competition? What would it take to rank for it?

e How many resources should be invested in building a competitive page and promoting it
well?

e What's the ROI of that traffic? Does it only bring brand awareness or actually convert

into leads and sales?
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You can go as far as adding dedicated columns in your keyword research spreadsheet to give

scores to each keyword idea. Then, based on these scores, it should be fairly easy to pick the

“low hanging fruit” with the best ROI.

Always remember, it's not the “easiest to rank for” keywords that you should be looking for. It’s

the ones with the best ROL
Conclusion:

There’s obviously more to keyword research than that. This is a simple process that could be

universally applicable to any website or industry.
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Chapter 9

Rock Your SEO with Blog
Commenting

It can help you to rank your keywords. It is an extremely practical approach for link building

and simplest off-page technique. So, let’s move on before wasting a single second.
What is Blog Commenting?

Blog Commenting is relation development process of bloggers with other bloggers, blogs and of
course their lovely audience. It's an awesome way to get linked, share your opinions and ideas

about a specific blog topic.

Blog comments give you targeted traffic and a better social appearance. It is a way to get
comments from another site to your site, just by inserting a comment like people do on

Facebook and other social media platforms. It's an important part of Off-Page SEO.
Blog Comment Types

One thing to remember here is that we are talking about blog commenting to get benefit in our
SEO. We will get linked to other sites either in the form of a backlink or a relational link.
It means you’ll get noticed by the owner of the site you are commenting on and maybe

someday, he’d like to take a look at your web.
By the way, let’s look at its different types.

¢ Normal Comment Backlink
e KeywordLuv/CommentLuv Backlinks
e Anchor Text Backlink

Now let us see what'’s inside each type:

e Normal Comment Backlink
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You can say it is most common and simplest form of a comment backlink. You can get types,

means do-follow or no-follow. And it’s in the hands the webmaster of the blog you are

commenting on.
Almost all sites keep this enabled in their settings. You can get a backlink to your name.

Here is a picture giving you a view of Normal Comment Backlink.

1,‘ Kimsea Sok I

hat's a great article and detail regarding SEO

Well. Honestly, | never write about SEQ for years since | feel like nothing to search

engine even if Google announced many update. LOL!

| do agree, keyword is an essential for search engine optimization. And if you play

well with optimize your keyword In content, you' Ifind a great to get petwer result

| love your ways of creating backlinks. Yeah, Wikepida link is wonderful, As

remember, | could pall up my blo quality backlinks

such as guestposton authority b 0g, .20V and eau link, and Wikepidia link.

hanks for sharing

a Afraz Ul Haque

Hey Kimsea Sok
Thanks for your awesome feedback. Keep visiting and sharing to

help others as well. And Yes, keyword optimization is the best part

of On Page. Itis never gonna die. =

Teamn BlogRex

e CommentLuv Backlinks

It’s a little different from the previous type. CommentLuv is a premium WordPress plugin, and

bloggers use it to attract readers on their site.

By default, the backlinks you’ll get from this are no-follow. But the blog owner can change these
to do-follow in the settings. Not only commenter but the site owner with Commentluv enabled

also gets a huge benefit from this. He gets good traffic as well as excellent comments.

e Comments with Anchor Text Backlinks
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https://wordpress.org/plugins/commentluv/

This type of comment backlink is often spammy! So not much recommended. Why?

Because people often use these to give lots of outbound links to their sites for multiple

backlinks with single comment.

Some bloggers allow you to comment on their sites with your anchor. How? These sites are
allowing us to use some HTML tags in comment box. You can create a link with HTML Hyperlink
tag, and you’ll get a backlink on your Anchor text. Again these can be of both types, mean Do-

follow and No-follow.

Below is the example of Anchor Text Backlinks.

80. Hi Thanks For Sharing This Awesome Post.
-Ali Haider From BlogRex

Comment By Ali - Nov 21, 2016 11:54 PM

Anchor Text Backlinks
How do blog comments affect SEO for a website?

People have many a reason to leave blog comments. Some wants to share value knowledge or
interesting stories, some intends to increase Alexa rank and apart of those, there are majority of

people who are creating backlinks for SEO perspective.

In addition, blog commenting is not only done for backlinks but much more than that, so let’s

talk about it:
o Backlinks:

This is one of key determinants why people are doing blog commenting. As far as top search
engines like Google, Yahoo, and Bing are concerned, backlink is a fierce competition. When
users enter the keywords, those engines always seek for the websites providing the most
valuable result. Since the higher - valued website is the website that has more links, when it

sends a link to another website, SE algorithms automatically give that link more authority.
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If you feel that your website is not getting enough traffic, it probably because your site is not

getting authority from search engines. When you comment on other’s blog, you are creating a

backlink for yourself which is indirectly gaining traffic for your website.
e Traffic:

Anyone commenting on the blog means leaving a backlink. In other words, backlink has the
ability to drive traffic. Also, you need to bear in mind one important rule: Leave relevant

comments.
e Relationships:

By sharing thoughts, ideas and opinions, there will be commitment and connection between
bloggers and viewers. Blog commenting is an amazing way to build relationships with bloggers
and even administrators. In the first place, this might take time, thus, be patient and flexible,

you will be noticed.
¢ Brand recognition:

When you are blogging in the post belonging to your niche, you will get attention of potential
users. Even if they don’t link to your website or reply your common, your brand name at least
made an impression on them and the chances are they will consider you if they want to buy

product.
How To Make An Effective Comment?

It's like whenever you comment on a post, you are on a stage to develop a relation with the

»n «u

author. If you keep your comments to “Wow Awesome Post,” “Great article,” you may get

noticed by the author, but you'll never be remembered.

But if you’ll take a little more time to analyze the post and then tend to start a discussion in the

comment section, you have better chances for your comments to get approved anywhere.

e State your personal review of any specific point in the article. For example, consider this
article. Now let’s assume that you know another way to find blog commenting sites,
which haven’t been mentioned in this article. You can comment that, and it will surely
attract the author. Now, just think if you have something to attract me.

e Ask a question. You may ask anything related to the topic which you think that author

haven’t given the answer. Even if you think that article covers everything, you can ask a
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question about an aspect of a specific point. For example, you can ask me something

like.... “Why anchor text backlinks should be used in event blogging, while you are not
recommending these in general?”

e Share your experience on a strategy, mentioned in the article, you already using.

e Make sure to keep your comments clean and impressive.

¢ And don’t forget to comment on your competitor’s blog. It will give you a brand’s look,

and also you'll have better chances of comment approval.
Blog Commenting Mistakes To Avoid
#1 Over Optimizing Your Keyword in Name Section

You may have seen this on many websites... many people are creating backlinks on their anchor

text instead of creating on their names. This looks spammy.
#2 Avoid Short Names of the Bloggers

So, try taking your time to type the full name of the author. You'll surely have better chances to

get a response.
#3 Fake Email Usage

It's deadly as no one would ever approve your comment with a fake email. It's a big

communication hindrance.
#4 Not using Gravatar with your email.

Once again it's a sign of better trust if you have Gravatar attached to your email and having your
photo with your smiley face. The more you comment carelessly, more are the chances for you to

be ignored. You should better show that you care what you saying.
#5 Off-Topic Discussion.

Just as the relevancy of your backlinks in SEO is worthy, staying on the topic which is under

discussion is critical. So, try to be on topic always.
#6 Writing a spammy comment

Don’t make your comment look like spam. If you don’t like spammy comments for your site, no
one ever would for theirs. So, here is how you can make your comment to look real, as you are a

human. Try asking a question or stating your opinion on any point of the discussion.
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Blog commenting SEO Tips

To help you optimize your blog commenting strategy and avoid disappointing result, following

are the tips:
e Use your Real Identity and Name

There are some bloggers who don’t think too much about whether you are a real person or a
brand trying to make its way through. But using your real identity while appreciating others’

work or promoting your own brand or doing both at the same time is vital.

You will be surprised to see how much people value a real person. Using a real identity can be
the fact separating you from being a spammer and a respected member of the discussion group.
Even if you are someone new to a particular place, people will trust and rely on you more if you

use your real name and other credentials.

Using Your Keywords or any other term instead of your real name not only will ruin your
reputation but also the efforts will be waste of time as webmasters generally reject such

comments.
e Learn About The Site You Are Commenting

Read the previous posts made by the author in the same website. The more you read, the closer

you get to the author’s psyche.

You will understand the interests, the ways of thinking and the writing style of the author that

will prompt you into commenting on his post in an impactful way.
e Study the Comments that People Make

Well, this is another basic of a good blog commenter. An Expert Blog Commenter will read the
popular posts of a blog with good comments. If you are new at a certain community, it is a must
for you. By reading other people’s comments, you will get to know their tone, their interests and
above all, how they present themselves in the community. You can just replica other people’s

comment adding something unique and using your own tone!

e Always Add Some Value
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The topic you have selected to comment on is appealing, no doubt. You have knowledge on the

field you are commenting on, great! You have read about the author and the topic, even better!

It has been quite some time for you in this community, Perfect! However, there is still
something you need to check. That is, “Has your point already been made?” It is no use bringing

up the same issue that one has already brought up. So, pay close attention to that.

The only way to know for sure if your point has already been made by someone is to go through

all the comments beneath a certain blog post.
¢ Lengthier than Tweet, Shorter than Blog

Generally, blog commenter fixes their own length of comments. But ideal length is between a
long tweet (which is 140 characters) and a short blog post (generally 200 - 300 words). The

length should be enough to make a substantial point about the post which improves its quality.

You may express your own opinion and drop a reference link. If you feel the topic need further

elaboration, you are welcome to write about it in your own blog. Who knows?

The author of the blog you are commenting on might edit his post and include your bit of the
information along with your blog as a reference link! At any case, refrain from simply dropping

links randomly.
e Avoid Generic Comments

Thinking of writing “Oh! What a great post this is and | am glad I found your post on the topic
that I was looking for?” Drop the idea. Writing such a sentence would pose you as a spammer in
the eyes of the community members. Even if you are not a spammer, you will be treated as one.
It will do you a world of good if you can contribute to the post in an actual manner rather than

posting some general messages like the one I've shown you.
e GetlInvolved in Conversations

When participating in other people’s discussions through comments, nothing beats the strategy
of being a good listener. Be interactive. Discuss the issue with others through comments. Take

their points into consideration and make your Point Clear to them.

e Avoid Excessive Links
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If You Decide to Link Your Own Post Into the Comment, Make Sure you Do It only Once! You

read it right. If you are commenting on an important issue, you can support your argument or
point via reference links. People go for one, two or even three links inside their comments. But
it is best for them to have actually one link in the comment section. That link can be any website

you are using as reference even your own.
¢ Promote The Post You Commented On

This is another great strategy to get your comment noticed. You found a post interesting and
commented on it. So why not promote the post publicly through your social media accounts?

This way, more people will know about your post and the comment you made on it.

You can also tag the original blog authors on the social media post; you will surely get some

natural link from the site next time!
Conclusion
You can do many things with this, but if you do this in a spammy way, it is harmful to your site...

If you are running Long Term blog then always make a comment on relevant sites, but if you are
doing Event Blogging, then you can use Anchor Text backlink but don’t use anchor text

backlinks for long term blog.
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Chapter 10

SEO Tips to dominate local search

If you've followed SEO strategies for any length of time, you know one thing: SEO changes all
the time. When it comes to local SEOQ, it's more important than ever that you optimize your on-
site and off-site SEO strategies for clients and customers who may be searching for your local
business. Local competition is heating up, and if you're not on top of your rankings, you can bet

your competitors will be.

Here are five solid local SEO tactics you can use this year to help your business rank higher for

local search terms.
1. Title and meta description tags still matter

Title and meta description tags are HTML elements that you can customize to reflect the
content of your web page. The text of your title and description tags is displayed in search

results. Think of this text as a “mini-ad” that you need to carefully craft.

Tucson Florists - Flowers in Tucson AZ- Darrell’s Title
www darrellsflowers.com/ ¥

Order flowers online with Same Dav Delivery from Darrells, Fresh flowers and hand delivered riaht o

your door. Experience the Teleflora difference! DGSCFiPtiOn

Last year, Google increased the width of the main search results area to 600px. In light of this,

the generally acceptable length for title tags is approximately 50 to 60 characters, and

description tags can be approximately 160 to 200 characters.

Take advantage of this space and use it wisely — and make sure you double-check that your

titles and descriptions aren’t getting cut off in search results.
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If you're not sure how your title and Meta description tags will look or how many characters

you can get away with, try using an emulator like the one from SEOmofo or Yoast's SEQ

Plugin for WordPress.

(0 glt’ SERP Snippet Oplimilali()n UOI  What is this? . T tof simuisles Googe'ssearch engne resuls
pages (SERPs), Use the form befow o enler the te, mela descripbion,

o Predict how your web page will ook in Google's search results and URL ofyour web page, an this ool wil generate & vitial search
» Optimize your SERP snippets for higher click-through rates  resultistig based on your nput. For mere infomaon, ck here.

70  Display Options

¥ Gougle SERP Smulator
ponsored Links (top) If you sekect the Add a date

checkbox, today's date wil be

300018 imts SERP Ues by pbel width, tiot by character counl

o . SPOTRING LG N filed in automatialy,
i i 3 g Organic Resuls
id 1F you plan on publishing your web
a0 At & later date, you can st
Adda dae it the date input fied mancaly,
Bold words
['RL I most cases, the date Goooke

shows In the SERP srppet wil
match the date & found i you
e content (for example, the

Yoast SEO

0 Hopcenter v

‘U O Readabilty O Enteryourfocus key, ¥

< ® Snippet preview 0

Q 3 Reasons You Should Switch to HTTPS vs, HTTP

hitps/www brightiocal.com2017/01/06/http-vs-htips-websie!
HTTP vs. HTTPS? Secure sites make consumers more comfortable using your site AND having HTTPS
can also help with your SEQ rankings. Find out why

¢ Edit snippet
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Writing titles and descriptions is considered an art in the SEO world. In a sea of competing

search results, if this text isn’t unique, compelling and descriptive, then your click-through rate

will suffer.

Additionally, one extra word or character could cut off your text with the dreaded ellipses
(...)- This may not be a true tragedy, but it does look unprofessional, especially when it shows

up in the middle of a sentence, making your title or description less impactful.
This space is precious, and every character counts.
2. Online directories and citations

According to Google, roughly four out of five consumers use search engines to conduct local
searches. Yet many small businesses have not claimed even a single a local business listing

online, which is a huge missed opportunity.

It's important that you get your business listed correctly and consistently on top online
business directories, like Yelp, Merchant Circle, City search and others. You will also want to

seek out respectable local directories to get your business listed on.

Check with your local newspaper’s website and your Chamber of Commerce to see if they have
a local business directory you can get listed on. You can also do a search for keywords like

“[your city] directory” to find other local citation sites or directories.

It’s also important to get your business’s name, address and phone number (NAP) on the major

citation data aggregators like Info group, Neustar (aka Localize), Acxiom and Factual.

Always make sure that your company’s NAP is consistent on as many of these directories and
citation sites as possible. Discrepancies like misspellings, abbreviations, lack of suite number
and wrong phone number can create havoc when Google can’t determine which information
about your business is correct. If Google’s not sure, they may display incorrect information —

or not show your business at all in search results.
3. Google My Business: Claim and optimize

Google My Business (GMB) is considered a directory, but it's a biggie, so it deserves its own
section. It’s very important for local businesses to claim their Google My Business (and Bing
Places for Business) page. It's free and can get you incredible exposure if you're optimized

enough to show up in Google’s local three-pack:
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To claim your Google My Business page, visit google.com/business. There's a verification
process you'll need to go through where Google will send a postcard with a PIN to your
business’s physical location. (No P.O. boxes allowed.) Then you'll simply log in and enter the

PIN to verify your business.

This verification process is necessary because Google wants to confirm that your business is
legitimate, and that you are actually the business owner. Please note that according to Google’s
terms of service, only the business owner can claim a GMB page. If you're working with a digital
marketing agency on your SEO efforts, you can then grant them permission to be a manager of
your page — that way, you remain in control of your listing if you terminate your relationship

with the agency.

The next step is to optimize your GMB listing with a solid description, categories, business
hours, types of payments accepted and so on. You also want to make sure to upload your logo
and photos of your business, products or services. (It's generally recommended that you upload

at least three photos.)

Fully populate each and every relevant section so that your listing is complete. If you're a
service business and don’t have a location customers or clients can visit, don’t worry; you can

choose to hide your physical address as you're setting up your Google My Business listing.
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As mentioned above, Bing also has a comparable page for local businesses called Bing Places for

Business. The process is very similar to GMB, and you should definitely have your business

present on Bing’s local directory, too.
4. Online reviews matter

Businesses are finally starting to realize the importance of online reviews from their customers.
According to a recent survey, 84 percent of people trust online reviews as much as a personal
recommendation and seven out of 10 customers will leave a review for a business if asked by

the business.

There are several reputation marketing software and tool options you can use to track, manage

and proactively try to get reviews. Here are some to check out:

e Reputation Loop

e Get Five Stars
e Trust Pilot

e Vendasta

Additionally, many social media platforms, like Hootsuite and Tiny Torch, allow you to monitor

and get alerts any time your brand is mentioned. Whenever a review is left about your business,
positive or negative, be sure to respond to it. That shows other people reading the reviews that

you, the business owner, care what your customers think.

Two places where you should focus on getting reviews are your business’s Facebook page and
Google My Business page. These are big ones. Many people turn to social media to see what
their friends and family think about a business, so having good reviews on your business’s
Facebook page can help to draw in prospective customers. Getting positive reviews on your
Google My Business page is crucial because these reviews show up on Google when someone

searches for your business.

Google also notes that “high-quality, positive reviews from your customers will improve your

business’s visibility,” which implies that reviews might factor into rankings on the local pack.

5. Use local structured data mark-up
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Structured data mark-up — often referred to as “schema mark-up” or “schema.org mark-up” —

can be added to your website’s code to provide search engines with more information about

your business, like the products you sell, reviews you’ve collected, services you offer and so on.

Only 31.3 percent of websites are using this mark-up — and most are only using the basics. You
can make your local business stand out (and possibly rank higher than your competitors) if you

add structured data mark-up to your site where appropriate.

Google wants you to use structured data mark-up because it helps their spiders better
determine what your site content is about. Google even offers a Structured Data Testing Tool so

you can check to see if your mark-up is properly implemented.

Test your structured data X

FETCH URL

RUN TEST

Explore the Search Gallery. Learn more about this tool.

If the thought of coding freaks you out, you can also use Google’s Data Highlighter to mark up
content with your mouse. (Note that your website will need to be set up with Google Search

Console in order for this to work.)
Conclusion:

This is just of the tip of the iceberg when it comes to local SEO. Implementing the five local

search tactics above will give you a head start on your competition. Get started today!
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Chapter 11

Best SEO Tools for 2017

If nobody created tools for us we’d never get anything done. And if we did, it would take 100x

longer than it would with the right tool set.

When it comes to SEO, this couldn’t be any truer. As online marketers, bloggers, and small

business owners, SEO is important. Some may even call it critical. A make or break type of thing.

In this chapter, we’ll be looking at 10 SEO tools that are either for keyword research, competitor
research, rank tracking, and link building. There are many SEO tools. But these can be better

than the rest.

#1: Ahrefs

Used for: Research and Analysis
Pricing: Freemium

Out of all the SEO tools out there, thousands of online marketers, small business owners, and

SEO’s prefer to use Ahrefs to help them improve their search rankings.
Their Site Explorer is the best among backlink analysis tools.

They also have the Content Explorer, which searches the web for the most popular content for

any topic or keyword.
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the market —tools with a wide variety of uses and covering
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Ahrefs have one more tool, the Keyword Explorer 2.0.

This gives you a keyword’s search volume (global or country), SERP overview and position

history, related keyword ideas, and the difficulty level.

The pricing starts at $99 per month with annual options. But you're allowed to have a free

account with limitations.

They also offer free trials for all plans.

#2: seobility
Used for: SEO Audit

Pricing: Free/Paid

seobility ransapricng [INCTAC L] m.

Better Optimization
for your website

¥ Easy troubleshooting for your entire website
¥ Meta and/on page check for each page

¥ Identification of duplicate content

¥ (Continuous monitoring and reporting

Mo trial, Iv's just freel Sign Up Free
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Seobility is all about showing you how good or bad your website’s overall SEO optimization is.

They have 4 major tools/features:

SEO Check - which will test your website and give you tips for better search engine

optimization?

Keyword Check - which will show how well your page is optimized for your target keyword(s)?
SEO Compare - which compares 2 pages for a keyword term?

Ranking Check - which checks your page’s rankings for any keyword?

They offer a free plan. But it only allows usage for one domain. Premium plans start at $40 per

month with a 30-day free trial.

#3: Long Tail Pro

Used for: Keyword Research
Pricing: Paid

Long Tail Pro recently went through an ownership change. Since their change, LTP has moved
from being a downloaded application to being cloud-based (meaning you can now use it in your
browser). Before going cloud, LTP was already one of the most popular keyword research tools

in the SEO field. This will only make it 10x faster and 10x easier.
#4: SEM Rush

Used for: Keyword + Competitor Research

Pricing: Freemium

SEM Rush really made a name for themselves over the past couple years. They basically took

competitor research to a whole other level.

The best part about SEM Rush is there are more than 20 ways to research your competition.

Robbie Richards calls them stealth tactics.

You can find their best backlinks, their best keywords, their best content, and more. It's even

great for paid traffic and PPC.
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It’s definitely a must-have.
#5: Pitchbox

Used for: Outreach
Pricing: Paid

Pitchbox isn’t exactly an SEO tool. But when you are link building, there’s usually a lot of

outreach involved.

Pitchbox makes your overall outreach efforts 10x easier than it would manually. Their email
sequence feature lets you set up follow-up emails automatically. They even have a couple SEO

features, such as link monitoring.

Their plans allow multiple users. So if you're working with a team, this will come in handy.

Plans start at $195 per month, with a 15-day free trial so you can get your feet wet.
#6: SEOquake

Used for: Competitor Research

Pricing: Free

SEOquake is a free browser extension. It’s like the MozBar. Except it pulls up more of the page’s

data. Some of the page data or metrics it shows are:

e The number of (external) links.
e Google index.

e SEM Rush rank.
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e Alexarank.

e Webarchive age (domain age).

e And more.

PAGEINFO  DIAGNOSIS  INTERNAL 56  EXTERNAL 45 DENSITY  COMPARE URLS «©

Parameters Backlinks 1 Display Advertising Traffic Analytics

@ Alexarank~ & Googleindex~ > Bingindex~ O SEMrush..= @ Webarchi..> O SEMrushs..~

91.0K 216 339K 528K April 24, 2011 2.55K

Page Domain Backlinks
n/a 1.29K 3.43K n/a
45 216 10.4K 36
80 3.39K 0 2.55K
210 91.0K n/a 265K
0 April 24, n/a 54
52 5l n/a

Source i Whois

528K
e R

When you’re researching your competitors or finding link opportunities, the SEOquake toolbar

will come in very handy.

#7: Seed Kevwords

Used for: Keyword Research
Pricing: Free

Seed Keywords is pretty cool. Here’s how it works: First, you're going to create a scenario.

Basically, you’ll be asking a question.

Example: “If you were looking for shoes, what would you search for?”
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You're looking for new shoes, what would
you search for?

Please type the search words you would use if faced
with this scenario or create your own scenario.

YOUR SEARCH PHRASE HERE

See the results for this scenario here.

HINT: You can answer the scenario as many times as you like

Second, you're going to take the unique URL they give you and share it with as many people as
you can. They can be your friends, social followers, or your email subscribers. Basically any of

your contacts. Then, you wait.

When you get enough people answering your question, you'll have a list of legit search terms

from real-life internet users.
#8: SEOptimer

Used for: SEO Audit

Pricing: Free

When it comes to SEOQ, it’s great to know how well your overall SEO is. Knowing it's bad tells

you to work on things. Knowing it’s great tells you to keep doing what you're doing.

SEOptimer will help you know your website’s SEO. It'll show you yours on page metrics, such as
keyword usage and user experience (ex: speed and mobile responsive). It'll also show you off

page metrics, such as your backlink profile and Domain Authority (a Moz metric).

When it completes the audit, SEOptimer will grade your website and even give you

recommendations.
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#9: LinkMiner
Used for: Link Building
Pricing: Free

Broken link building on steroids. LinkMiner takes it to the next level. Before LinkMiner, the
Check My Links extension was the go-to tool for checking a page’s links. Yes, it's still very useful.
But the difference between the 2 is LinkMiner gives you more about the broken link. Check My

Links simply finds out if the link works or not.

Some of the data LinkMiner pulls up are Facebook Likes, DA and PA, backlink numbers from

Moz, Ahrefs, or Majestic, and more.
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The reason it’s useful is because you get to know how popular the broken link is. And if it has a

good amount of links from authority blogs, you can get your broken link building on.

#10: Authority Labs

Used for: Rank Tracking
Pricing: Paid

Authority Labs is a rank tracking and SERP monitoring tool that gives you the ability to track

results by country, city, or even postal code (which has rarely been done before).

The tool gives you your whole keywords, their rank positions, and their search volume.

powAS | bloggingaid.com ™ LcsviPor  [@UNK)EMAL 43
i 2 UNITED STATES - ENGLISH [ ADDED DECEMBER 14, 2018  [EEREES]
PRSI Flacis Roportfor | Dec 13,2016 8 + Sinco | First Added
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blogger cutreach 29 300

blogger cutreach strategy 16 O Ll

guest blogging guide 21 @

ww G traMic O =
how to get wehsite traffio 75 280 i
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Authority Labs also gives you the ability to track your competitors’ search rankings. This has its

advantages. Knowing your competitor’s highest rankings and best keywords allow you to battle

them for a top spot on page 1.

Some other great features include mobile rank tracking, weekly and monthly reports, and more.
Plans start at $99 per month with a 30-day free trial.

Conclusion

Whether you like it or not, SEO is a big part of your online business. It’s the largest source of
free organic traffic, leads, and customers. The 10 SEO tools we shared above will help achieve
high rankings in 2017. Your year. Your business’s time to shine. So go out there and make it

yours.
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Chapter 12

Easy & Effective SEO Tips for small

businesses

SEO is one of the most effective ways to drive prospects to your website and convert them, but

it requires some work.

An efficient SEO program requires keyword research, audience research, development, and
content marketing to work well and together. As a small business owner or employee, you are

probably hard-pressed for time and resources.

Fortunately, there are hacks that you can use to bypass the time-consuming stages in

implementing SEO strategy.
1. Use competition to cover your keyword research

Keyword research is not only necessary for SEO but also PPC and content marketing. One of the

easiest ways to identify keywords is by monitoring your competition.

If you have access to Slack, GrowthBot is a cool little marketing based Slack integration that you

can use to conduct quick keyword research via a chat.
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@growthbot

.@ growthbot
X Greetings! My name is Gre

For ideas on what | car

nint
give me a hint random example
Processing your request: give me a hint
Here are some sample commands to try
1. what are top articles this week on growth hacking?
2. what marketing software does zendes} use?

3. show me top posts from moz.com

4. what keywords com rank for?

5. what ppc keywords is uber.com buying ?

5. what ad networks is irshaveclu using?

7. give me company info on producthunt

8. show me public companies using hubspot
ookup email di bspot.c

10. watch company wistia.com for updates

11. what is trending on inbound.org?

IOW Ime a comic

13. show me a random example of what you can do

To try one of these out, just enter its number

For more examples, visit htt rowtht
marketing examples analytics examples general examples hubspot examples

Ask GrowthBot what keywords XYZ company ranks for, or what PPC keywords they are buying.

Alternatively, you can also use SpyFu to find the keywords your competitors are bidding for.

Run a Google search on these keywords and check the number of backlinks the first five posts
on the first SERP (Search Engine Page Result) returns. SmallSEOTools offers a free backlink
checker that is quite reliable. If that number doesn’t seem very daunting, you have good

chances of being ranked using that keyword.
2. Pre-plan your blog content strategy

Many companies overlook content strategy and planning. A vague idea and random effort won'’t

give you results like a planned and documented strategy will.

Using your target keywords, you can create a content plan for each month, quarter or year.
Many successful publications choose themes for each month, cycling through a defined set of

themes.
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Thank you for your interest in contributing to the Duct Tape Marketing or Duct
Tape Marketing Consultant blog. Please submit your application to be
considered in the upcoming content calendar below!

Our blog follows set content themes throughout the year, and it's important
that we provide the best quality for our readers. We will get back to you as
soon as we've reviewed your application!

Name: * Email: *

Which month and topic of the content calendar would Phone
you like to be considered for? *

Please select a month v
April - social media Twitter Handle:
May - SEO

June - lead conversion

July - tools and apps

August - copywriting

September - advertising

October - offline marketing

November - branding

December - website design and function
| Contribute to SEOforGrowth Blog

P R ey e —

3 pitch examples: *

You can create blocks for each theme that shift every month and fill each block with topic ideas.

You can find topic ideas by asking GrowthBot what the top posts are on XYZ website (a top

publication in your industry).

You could also use FAQFox, a tool that identifies questions being asked by people around your
area of interest, on the websites you enter. You can create topic ideas that answer the questions

that FAQFox finds you.
3. Set-up keywords on a social content curator

It turns out that social signals do affect your SEO ranking, but it may not be what most people
once thought it was about (the size of your social media following. The more engagement you

have on your posts, the better your social media profiles are likely to rank/affect your rankings.
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To build a rapport with your audience and convince them to visit your website, you have to

show them that you are about more than selling your products.

You can’t post only the content that you create. Instead, you can plug the keywords that you
found during step one into a social media management tool like DrumUp that also provides

keyword-based content suggestions.

[10 Mistakes to Avoid When Starting an Online Business
hitps //www entrepreneur.com/articie/250698

Use the @mention and #tag suggestions offered by the tool to increase visibility of your

outgoing posts, so you can capture attention from relevant people.
4. Always fill in your meta title, description, and keywords

Although Google doesn’t always consider the meta-description for page ranks, the search
engine sometimes uses it when displaying your page as a query result. If your blog is
WordPress based, you simply need to install the meta description and tags plugin and fill in the

details each time you publish a post.

The activity takes less than seconds and you can always use your description as an ad space to

communicate to viewers what they can expect and woo their clicks.

5. Create a blogger outreach strategy
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To improve your search rankings, you need external websites to link back to you. One way of
facilitating this is by creating in-depth, useful resources that top bloggers and influencers in

your niche would want to link to.

Many top sites create comprehensive collections of tips, tools, and statistics to attract backlinks.
This strategy works well because many bloggers search for tips, tools, and statistics to include

on their posts and that might lead them to mention or link to your post as a reference.

42 Visual Content Marketing Statistics
You Should Know in 2017

Written by Jesse Mawhinney | @JJMawhinney

Alternatively, you can also commission bloggers to mention you on their posts where it makes
sense. It is important to note that the bloggers own the sites where you are requesting mentions

and that you compensate them with a fair amount for doing so.
A standard disclaimer is necessary when indulging in such an activity.

Many publications offer sponsored posts. These rarely have direct SEO benefits, but they can

increase your ranking by increasing your website traffic.
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Chapter 13

SEO Trends for 2017

SEO is one of the anchors of effective digital marketing. This indispensable platform is also
ever-evolving. Search engines keep updating and algorithms are getting smarter. 2017 is no

different as SEO is expected to be leaner and faster for better user experience.

Let’s look at some of the SEO trends this year and find out how you can them leverage for your

brand.

e Dominance of Accelerated Mobile Pages (AMPs)

Launched in February 2016, Accelerated Mobile Pages or AMPs have been favored by Google in
search rankings. It can load websites instantly with tests results showing that AMPs load four

times faster and use eight times fewer data.

Google added a lightning icon beside sites running on AMPs and they are shown in a carousel

format to highlight them even more. Here’s how it looks like:

@

cCQOo
e Bookmarks M nbex -y

cebook 4 Pepper Virual Assst: [} Dashbourd Peppe hat Wrte » e boskmarks
w m Next Webinar: Freelancers Forum: How to Find Freelance Clients.  REGISTER NOW <]

SE SearchENgne’  sco. News- PAIDSEARCH - CONTENT MARKETING - SOCIALMEDIA - WORKLIFE - T00LS

NG —
.940 Ranking every team's odds of winning the
2016 NCAA Tournament, 1-68
n Sporting News g What Is the Google Mobile Interstitial
914 Penalty?
g SBYNRATION O Dustingin o
)
Nearw
166
Kyl NEW!
o CHEX
J i
[

< THE BBIIERS IS
) ST RS
- U1 J—

NCAA Tournament 2016 2016 NCAA
First Four betting preview: Eheat sheet Diinload i co o
Wichita State among favor, predictions

(

)

Expect AMPs to dominate search engine results with its speed and usability. AMPs use lighter

CSS and HTML, allowing sites to load almost instantaneously.
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What you need to do: Revisit the framework of your site and start integrating AMPs. Do A/B

testing of these pages. Being mobile-optimized isn’t enough anymore, it should load at lightning

speed or else you will be left behind.
e Schema Markup Will Increase

Also known as structured data markup, schema markups are Google’s way of displaying rich
answers to queries. As you can see below, the user is searching for a recipe on how to make a
meatloaf. Instead of recommending sites, Google gives the answer right away along with the

link to the site.

[ Peppert x x | |3 7560 x (W T x / W SEOver x ' [ Prepa x @ 3Unsto % he: x | @) Howto | X 0 - (] p-
C 0 O© sear and.com v a @B @ :
s Bockmarks M Inbox - mysdguerrerc  [B) Business Manager [ Facebook Pepper Virtual Assis " Dashboard « Peppe: & Welcome to Metrol [ The Vine That Write: » Other bookmarks L
Search Engine SE0 SEM MOBILE LOCAL RETAIL GOOGLE BING SOCIAL MORE SUBSCRIBE f W <& O i
Rt s o t ]
Google  how doimake meatioaf P n sessions:
Directio WHITE PAPERS
v
Pou
f o

u Still Bidding Like It's 20077

Performance Marketer

10 Things Every
Should Know

Easy Meatioaf Recipe - Allrecipes com ‘SEE MORE WHITEPAPERS
meatioat ~

WEBCASTS
Video Marketing 2017: What You Need to
Meatioaf I've Ever Made Recipe - Allrecipes com Know

Social Media Marketing 3.0: Best Practices
for Ramping Up Social ROI

Take Back Control of Your Content

‘SEE MORE WEBCASTS

= ————‘

Schema markup allows you to rank better by providing a format that is digestible to readers.
One study showed that sites with schema markup rank four times higher in SERPs than those

without it. However, only 0.3 of all websites are using this tool.

What you need to do: Integrate schema markup in your content right away! Just go to

Google’s Structured Date Markup Helper and follow the step-by-step instructions. The number

of rich answers (aka direct answers) provided by Google has nearly doubled from 2014 to

2016 and it is expected to continue increasing this year.

e Strengthening of Personal Branding
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Personal branding is all about creating an identity that embodies your brand but centered on an

individual. This can be your company CEO, marketing director, or any executive with an

influential position in your organization. So how does this help your SEO?

It makes guest posting easier as the approach is more personal than promotional. More
importantly, it makes your brand more relatable to customers because they are engaging with

someone, not something. These, in turn, can drive more traffic to your site.

What you need to do: Identify your brand influencer and use that person’s identity to speak on
behalf of your company. Be active in guest posting to build your online reputation. Using that

personal brand, engage with your customers more often.
¢ Increased Demand for Dense Content

Rewrites have become commonplace in content marketing. There’s really nothing new on the
internet. You see the same topic refurbished several times. This paved the way for long-form
content backed by extensive research. However, as much as it is informative, users have already

grown tired of 2,000-word posts.

Readers are now looking for short but impactful content. Every word you write should have

value as users are looking for straight answers backed by expertise and trusted data.

What you need to do: Take a look at your old posts and try to shorten it, leaving only the most
important parts. This should be your new norm from here on. Solve your reader’s problems

quickly by giving them concise yet valuable information. The denser, the better.
Conclusion:

It seems like 2017 will be another exciting year for SEO as these technologies and trends all aim
to improve the user experience. Review your marketing plan and see how you can better
integrate SEO into your efforts. Capitalize on these trends and boost your SERP rankings this

year!
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Chapter 14

SEO Tips for Content marketing
strategy

If you're a content marketer then you obviously know how critical it is to provide great content.
But what’s just as important is being able to draw people to your site - after all, what’s the point

of creating great info if no one’s reading it?
And that’s where SEO comes in.

Simply put, the Google rankings are the keys to the high-traffic castle, and it's essential to
employ the right SEO techniques in order to make the Google “spiders” happy. These spiders
are deployed by Google to crawl around the thousands upon thousands of websites to
determine if your site possesses certain indicators such as fresh content, back links, domain
age, and traffic; if your website does, then congratulations, you're going up the rankings; if not,

your site’s most likely going to live in obscurity.

So you want to impress those spiders, and SEO is the way to do it. But great SEO is as much art
as science. It’s an ever-evolving game, but one that does have age-old fundamentals, and the top

SEO practices embrace them.
Following are those practices
1. Be Original

Google wants its users to find what they’re looking for. This means that the core principles of
SEO are based around showing Google that your site provides lots of useful and relevant
information. By providing unique and helpful content, Google will see you as a trusted source

and reward you with a nice boost up the rankings.

And don’t forget content doesn’t have to simply be articles or text; there are several other forms

that can include:

e Photos - People are visual, and by posting attractive, relevant images to your site, you'll

entice viewers to keep coming back.
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e Videos- A great way to help your visitors is to provide useful video tutorials on

YouTube. Not only will your audience appreciate it, but YouTube is an amazingly
popular place and your videos being shared can lead to a ton of new traffic to your site.

e Plugins and Tools - Google wants to be impressed, and if you want to rise up the
rankings, creating and installing a helpful plug-in or tool into your website is a great way

to do it.
2. Work the Social Media Platforms

Social media is quickly becoming the bedrock for websites seeking to build their traffic levels.
And for SEO purposes, Google now factors in social media popularity as a way to judge a site’s
authority and importance. For example, the more Google sees an article being tweeted and
retweeted, the better the chance it will decide your site provided something significant and

reward it in the rankings.
Here are some ways to get your readers sharing your content on social media:

e Reciprocate - The classic technique of ‘you scratch my back, I'll scratch yours’ applies big
time in the world of social media promotion and the more content from other marketers
you promote, tweet or share, the more likely you’ll see the favor returned.

e Provide Value-On-Top-Of-Value - Readers love the extra value. And by using the social
media sites as places to provide content not found on your website, your readers will see
the additional information as valuable bonus material which will only make them that
much more loyal to you.

e Discover Who the Major Players Are - By identifying and casually getting to know
Twitter’s power players in your niche, you’ll form a simple relationship where you tweet

and re-tweet each other’s content.
3. Own Your Property

While using a free website platform is fine for someone just looking to have some fun, if you
want your site to be a business, you need to own the property. Think about it like this, Google
wants to make its users happy, thus, it will be more likely to take you seriously and recommend
you as a content provider if you've shown the commitment of purchasing your own hosting and
domain. So make the investment, it will greatly enhance your SEO and pay off big in the

rankings.
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4. SEO Your Theme

It’s essential to provide a pleasant experience for your site’s visitors and optimizing your theme
is a great way to show Google that you're a trustworthy player while also helping the search

engine giant discover your content. Some ways to use SEO on your theme include:

e Make Sure There Are No Broken Links - Having links that lead nowhere is a great way to
annoy your visitors, so make sure each link works and is intact.

e Be Intuitive - The last thing you want is for your site’s navigation to frustrate visitors, so
provide a user-friendly theme that’s both functional and easy-to-use.

e (Slow) Speed Kills - In a world that keeps moving faster and faster, a slow loading site
can cause visitors to jump somewhere else without thinking twice about it. So it’s crucial
to keep your site’s speed up to standard. Both Google and your users will thank you for
it.

5. Optimize Permalinks

People don'’t just fall out of the online sky onto your site, they find it through permalinks; these

are links containing both a root and an extension.

If you want to optimize your permalinks even more, just run a search on the top keywords you

want to rank under and modify your URL to include these words.

A keynote, you only want to modify new permalinks; don’t mess around with the old ones since

doing so will break your backlinks.
6. Build Backlinks

By creating backlinks, you can connect other people’s sites to your own. Just remember, the
best way to develop a stable of impressive backlinks is to provide superior original content for
your website, use it to gain the respect of your peers and then parlaying that respect into invites

for guest posting on the top sites in your niche.
7. Be Smart With Your Keywords

If you play fast and loose with your keywords there’s a good chance you won’t be getting much
out of your SEO. So you want to put in some time and research to figure out what the best
words to use are, and considering some important factors and questions regarding keyword

optimization and content marketing is strongly advised.
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Conclusion

Proper SEO can be tricky, but if you follow the tips in this list, you create a powerful SEO
foundation for drawing visitors to your site. From that point on it’s up to you. You can just keep
focusing on the fundamentals, or you can venture off to some of the flavor-of-the-month

techniques that can give that extra SEO edge.
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Chapter 15

Tracking your SEO with Google
Analytics

One of the first indications of how your website’s SEO is doing is looking at the amount of
traffic coming to your website. In Google Analytics, you can find the overview of your traffic in
the Audience section. This tells you how many sessions there were on your website in a given

time period.

However, this doesn’t tell you which part of that traffic results from your SEO efforts. It just
shows you all traffic to your site. To find the traffic that’s coming directly from search engines

(called ‘organic’ in Google Analytics), you'll need to go somewhere else.

If you go to Acquisition > All Traffic, you'll see a list of sources where your traffic comes from.
Usually, the traffic from search engines (more specifically, Google) is somewhere to be found
in the top 3. Find the search engines you want to know the volume of traffic for - recognizable
as medium=organic - and select those check boxes. If you hit “Plot Rows” after that, you'll get
a nice graph showing you the total traffic and lines in other colors for the sources you've

selected.

If you want a view that’s a bit more precise, you can click the pie chart icon to see exact
numbers and percentages of the total. And if you want to see all the organic traffic combined
into one, simply click the medium tab. Of course you can again plot the row for the line graph

here as well.

Unfortunately, the organic keyword tab that’s listed under the campaign tab doesn’t do much
anymore nowadays. Apart from showing (not set) it just shows you where people end up and

doesn’t provide many keywords (np = not provided).

What does organic traffic say about my SEQ?
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Now you know what to look at in Google Analytics to see how much traffic you're getting from

search engines. If you're not getting a lot of traffic from search engines, then that tells you that

you need to work on your SEO. There’s a lot of potential traffic you may be missing out!

If you notice the number of organic traffic is declining, then you need to work on your SEO as
well. Especially if the decline is large. Perhaps you’ve got a crawlability or another technical
SEO issue. If the decrease is drastic, all alarm bells should go off. Dive into your Google Search

Console and check if you can find what’s causing the decline.

If you're noticing an increase in organic traffic, well done! Think about what you've been
doing lately that might have caused this increase. You want to know these kinds of things,

because it'll help you understand your own SEO better.

The above only tells you how your overall SEO is doing. However, most times, you'd want to
focus on something more specific than your entire site. You’d want to focus on a specific page

or post.
e Page-specific SEO monitoring

If you want to see your analytics at a per page level, you have to go to Behavior > Site Content
> All Pages. Here you'll see your site’s top 10 pages, ranked on amount of page views. If you
have a specific page you want look at, you can simply fill in the URL (without domain name) in
the search bar. You'll now be able to see that page’s data. However, these are still all the page
views, not specified to traffic coming from search engines. To find the traffic originating

from search engines there are two ways to go.

The first one is via filtering the data in the table: you have to click the “Secondary dimension”
dropdown and click Acquisition > Medium. Additionally, you can click Source/Medium if you
want to specify per search engine. Clicking the check box for “Organic” medium and hitting
“Plot Rows” again, will give you the line graph for your total and organic traffic. It'll also show

you other traffic sources, which is always interesting.

Again, if you want a more specific view, click on the pie chart icon. Comparing the percentages

of organic traffic for your specific page to your total organic traffic can also give you a good
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idea of how your page is doing. And obviously, ideally, you’d want to see a line that’s moving

up (or at least not downward).

Tip: To make the data even clearer, you can add another filter (using the search bar) to only

include medium containing “Organic”. This will give you just the organic traffic data for every

page.

The second way to go is creating a segment that only includes ‘Organic traffic’. I absolutely
adore segments, because it makes Google Analytics so much easier to use. You can read more
about my love for segments in the ‘Why use segments in Google Analytics‘post. Google
Analytics offers you a ready-made segment called ‘Organic traffic’. Choose that segment from
the list and voila, you'll only see traffic coming from search engines. Now you can analyze all

pages in the Behavior section and check if you see an upward trend (or not).

Obviously, everything I mentioned here is related to monitoring your SEO and not actually
finding issues that might be related to your SEO. To find possible issues we always look at a
lot of things, a few of which are explained below. These things will help you find issues that

might be related to your SEO.

e Bounce rate

If you click on Behavior > Site Content > Landing Pages, you'll get a list of pages through
which people enter your site. Landing pages are important, because they’re the first thing
your visitors will see. They're literally pages people land on coming from a traffic source. An
important metric on this screen is the ‘Bounce Rate’. This metric gives you the percentage of
people that left your landing page without having done anything on that page. And although
Google doesn’t take the Google Analytics bounce rate into account as a ranking factor,
it does look at how quick people hit the back button and return to the search results page. So
you want visitors to spend more time on your pages and, preferably, even engage with your

site.

To get a good idea of which pages have a high bounce rate, click the Comparison icon. In the
last column, select bounce rate. This will give the bounce rate compared to the site average
for all your pages starting from the most visited page. Any page that has a red bar is below

your site’s average bounce rate. Anywhere between 0-10% in red is basically fine, but
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anything above 20-30% should definitely be looked at. Especially, if it concerns pages in the

top 10.

The bounce rate is important because it tells you something about the quality of your traffic
and/or the quality of the page. It has an indirect influence on your SEO. If people quickly jump
back to the search results after a glimpse on your page, that means they probably haven’t
found what they’re looking for. Google takes this to mean your page isn’t relevant enough for

the keyword the person has searched for, and rightfully so.

o Internal site search

If you click on Behavior > Site Search > Overview, you’ll find a list of search terms people have
searched for on your site, using your site’s search. This is always a good dataset to keep track
of as well since it can give you a good idea of what your audience expects to find on your site.
If there is any search terms there that you haven’t created a page for yet, it's probably a good
idea to try and fit a page on that subject in. Plus, it gives great insight in the words people are

using. Do they match the keywords you’re using?

Obviously, you do need to have your Site Search set up the right way. You have to enable site
search and fill in the right query string for searches. You can check this Google Analytics

documentation for more information.

e Mobile traffic

Perhaps you’'ve heard about “Mobilegeddon“? Is a Google mobile update; if your website isn’t
mobile-friendly then chances are it won’t rank in mobile search results. Especially if a large

portion of your audience visits your site using a mobile phone, optimizing for mobile is key!

If you go to Audience > Mobile > Overview, you'll get a dataset that shows you how many
people are entering your site using a desktop, a mobile phone or a tablet. Once again, click on
the pie charticon to get a good view of how many mobile visitors you have. If that’s more than
10%, you should definitely make sure your website looks good and works fine on a mobile
phone. Also, if you're noticing your bounce rate on mobile is significantly higher than on

desktop, this can indicate that your mobile site isn’t all that mobile-friendly.
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As said before, Google is taking responsiveness of websites more and more seriously and it

has become a true ranking factor in mobile search results, so it's really imperative that

you improve your mobile site as much as possible and keep tracking this for your SEO.

e Site speed

Next to mobile-friendliness is site speed a ranking factor as well. Not only is it a ranking
factor, it has its impact on conversion and the usability of your site as well. Checking speed
performance of your pages and improving it, is a big win for your entire site. Google Analytics
has a special Site Speed section which you can find under Behavior > Site Speed. If you click
on Page Timings, you can see the Average Page Load Time compared to the site average.
Additionally, you'll get a quick overview of pages that are ‘slow’ so this immediately gives you
a to-do list of pages you need to optimize first. There are a couple of site speed tools that can

help you with optimizing your site’s speed.

What Reports You Should Focus On First?

e Audience

The visitors report gives you a whole view of the type of people who visit your site. It includes

such information as:

e the number of people who visited your site for the period you specified,
e how many new vs. returned visitors you received

e pageviews

e average time on site

e bounce rate and more
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e Traffic

Traffic report shows you what channels your visitors came from. It includes every single

sources of traffic to your site:

e organic / search engines,
e referring sites,
e direct traffic,

e social media etc.

[t also shows the percentage share of each channel in your traffic.
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e Landing Pages

Landing page report shows you which pages visitors entered your website through. It
indicates not only which pages are popular but also popular topics. L.e. if one particular blog
post receives a lot of traffic (and the traffic doesn’t bounce), it might be worth to create more

content on the topic, going deeper into it and showing more thorough information.
e Keywords

This report shows what keywords visitors used to find your site in search. It used to be highly
important report but since the encryption of search data, a lot of it keywords are shown as

(not provided).

You can still see some keywords in the report and they can still provide insight into what

topics bring visitors to your site.
e Conversions

Lastly, you have certain goals you want your visitors to complete. Sign up for your newsletter,

inquire about your service, order a product and so on. These are conversion on your site and
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this report can show you when, where and how they happened. It can also show you if there is

a problem and in spite of getting traffic there are no conversion on the site.

Landing Pagés
Exit Pages

» Site Spoad

» Site Search

v Events

» AdSense

Exparimants

In-Page Analytics

Goal Compietions | ¥S.  Select a metric Hourly | Day  Week Month

#® Goal Complations

Agr 23 '
o

(Goal 1 (Goal 3

Goal Complations Goal Value Geal Conversion Rate Tetal Abandonmant Rale Complations) . Compiations )

52 $52.00 4.07% 3.70% _ 2 ) 50

Goals Gonl
Goal Com an:
Complst % Goal pletions

1 50 (I 00.15%

2 | 3e5%

Goeal Completion Location

Goal Complation Location b

wiina full Faport

Three More Useful Options: Segmentation, Data Comparison and Filtering

The above are just a tip of the iceberg when it comes to the amount of information Google

Analytics can reveal about your website and your business. Two highly useful options you

should familiarize yourself with are segmentation and filtering.

Segmentation allows you to segment your traffic into groups to isolate or compare specific

traffic types. Google Analytics features some built-in segments you can start using straight

away.

Grab this SEO Revolution HD Training Video



Training Guide

Al Sessions Organic Traffic Choose segment from list
PETIWITSVNSN | |mport from gallary | | Manage segments built in segments View | | 2= 3
Multi-session Users
Al New Users
System Nen-bounce Sessions
Custom MNon-Converters
Stamed -
™ Organic Traffic
Selected
Paid Traffic
Performed Sita Search
Referral Traffic
Dty emimen | i e

e Data segmentation

Data comparison allows you to compare traffic from two periods of time. With it you can

quickly see your traffic change compared to previous week, month or even a day.
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Apply | cancel

Filtering allows you to further filter your results to dig deeper into the data. You can include

or exclude various variables from the traffic. The filter below is set to show traffic to landing

pages including a particular keyword in the URL.
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Conclusion

These are just some of the basic options and reports available in Google Analytics. Once you
start using them, you’ll quickly discover an abundance of other information readily available
to you. These essential reports however are enough to establish the performance of your

website and gain intelligence to improve it further.
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Chapter 16

Case studies

actually moved the needle.

White Hat SEO Case Study: How To Get

a #1 Ranking

Today yvou're going to learn how Emil

rocketed his site to the #1 spot in Google.

(You'll also see how he turned this #1
ranking into $100k in monthly recurring
revenue)

But wait, there’s more <

I'll ALSO show you how Richard boosted
his organic traffic by 348%...in 7 days.

right hands.

SEO CASE STUDY
#1 RANKING

Breakdown of results

was able to dramatically increase their results.

you should check out if you haven'’t already.

Find the best SEO case studies that provide actionable examples of recent SEO strategies that

1. “White Hat SEO Case Study: How to Get a #1 Ranking” By Brian Dean

O

Learn how to get more traffic with
exclusive tips and insights that | only
share with my private newsletter
subscribers.

Enter Your Email

‘When it comesz to link building, Brian
Dean is the best in the business,

- Neil Patel, Quicksprout

This is a great case study that shows how powerful a content marketing strategy can be in the

With a change in keyword tactic, and an overhauled content plan, the subject of the case study

Further, they make extensive use of the Skyscraper Technique which is definitely something
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Takeaway

e The Skyscraper Technique is still as effective today as when it was first
identified/created

o Keyword research is critical to content marketing

2. “SEO Case Study: 11,065% More Organic Traffic in 6 Months” By Robbie Richards

obbierichards.com

Actionable Online Marketing Strategies

ABOUT EBOOKS MY TOOLS REVIEWS PROVEMN STRATEGIES CONTACT ME

SEO Case Study: 11,065% More Organic
Trafficin 6 Months

Robbie 81 Comments

Do you want to learn to rank #1 for high-traffic keywords in ANY niche?

Breakdown of results
Ready for a long read? Hope so, this one doesn’t pull any punches.

That being said, it's not overly wordy and actually remains quite succinct throughout. It’s
lengthy because it outlines in great detail a fully-fledged SEO attack plan for a brand new niche

website.

What's even cooler is that the results are plain as day. The author’s efforts are clearly successful

as they quickly earn top rankings and start generating significant traffic.

If you're interested in learning about SEO, this may be one of the best places to start.
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Takeaway

essential

links

_. Ideas

\/

$1K Profit (Almost) in 1 Week: My PPC

Case Study

If you run any site with a large audience, it's easy to fall into the trap
of producing just any old content and forgetting why people followed
you in the first place. Though what I'm about to share in this post is
going to be highly focused on paid traffic, there are a large number
of insights for those who have no interest in doing the same.

I've always thought that it is better to master one main traffic source
versus becoming only fairly proficient in a lot of them and for now |

Breakdown of results

combination can be in this case study.

Takeaway

Basic SEO techniques like keyword research, content marketing and outreach are still

Forum marketing and Quora posts are great additional resources to leverage for quality

3. “$1K Profit (Almost) in 1 Week: My PPC Case Study” By Glen Allsopp

Join thousands who have become
CEO of their own online empire -
their own Ine. - after reading my

free email series which gives
practical, profitable niche ideas
to turn your inspiration into income.

Mo Ads. No Affiliate Links. Ever.

Glen outlines a step-by-step approach to getting started with Facebook paid advertising. The

study shows how this can quickly generate traffic at an extremely low price-point.

While this won’t necessarily directly correlate with an increase in conversions, Glen digs into

how you can jerry-rig a set-up that will do just that without increasing your overhead.

PPC compliments SEO exceptionally well and you’ll find out exactly how powerful the

e PPCis an essential part of any complete internet marketing or SEO plan
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e Youdon’t need a ton of money or expertise to get started

4. “Niche Site Duel” By Pat Flynn

Last Month's Earnings
ot A e oS b e e

CLICK TO SEE INCOME REPORTS

ABOUT BLOG START HERE PODCAST RESOURCES

Niche Site Duel: I’ve Been Challenged...and | HELLO
Accept my name is

197 PAT FLYNN

SHARES My recent minor success with niche sites (as shown in my latest monthly report) caught

Leb's see what works

on my Facebook page

8 Tyrone Shum Hey Pat! | just read in your June Income Report
Rl that you were exploring Niche Sites and were looking to make
passive income from them, Interested in doing a friendly
challenge - I'm starting to do the same and maybe we can post COME HANG OUT WITH ME
L dho oo oL

Breakdown of results

This one is pretty hard to summarize as it contains almost 20 individual articles.

It’s also a bit dated now, but there is just such a wealth of information shared here that it’s not

to be missed.

Pat values transparency and his “tell-all” style illuminates all of his triumphs and failures along

the way to growing a site from scratch to getting a five-figure offer for its purchase.

Takeaway

e SEO and CRO are ongoing processes. There is no finish line.

e It’s still more than possible to create a new online resource and generate passive income

5. “400 visits per day with a 2 months old Niche Site” By Hunain Ahmed
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nth with SEO

Affiliate Marketing Hosting & Domains Pro-Blogging SEO Social Media

Updated on Nov 11, 2015 @ 11:13 am by " itva ymen $5,000 per
month with SEO

400 visits per day with a 2 months old N
) ) Learn how to rank in the first spot of
N|Che S|te Google and master other traffic

sources to monetize your traffic!

Breakdown of Results

This one is particularly interesting because if the author’s claims are true, he’s a newcomer to

SEO.

Through mainly content creation and promotion, he was able to achieve drastically improved

rankings and generate some serious traffic.

While the authors laissez-faire attitude towards SEO in general is not recommended, but it’s

still nice to see that content can be such a powerful tool even in the complete absence of a more

traditional SEO strategy.

Takeaway

e Youdon’t have to be a seasoned pro or SEO expert to make some waves

e Content marketing is an incredibly powerful tool that can hold its own

6. “A Startling Case Study of Manual Penalties and Negative SEO” by Yonatan Dotan
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A

By: March 17th, 2014

A Startling Case Study of Manual Penalties
and Negative SEO

Link Building

This January, | was at a talk at SMX Israel by John Mueller - Google's Webmaster Trends Analyst -
about how to recover from a manual penalty. The session’s moderator opened the talk by asking the
hundreds of people seated in the room to raise their hands if they had ever been affected by or had a
client that was affected by a manual penalty. Nearly the entire room raised their hands - myself

included.

Breakdown of Results

This case study covers a different angle, one of a manual Google penalty.

When Yonatan and his team stepped in, the trick for them was to figure out what had gone
wrong and why the penalty had been assessed on their client since they hadn’t engaged in

any black hat SEO tactics.

Yonatan had to dig pretty deep, and ended up finding a very unlikely and surprising culprit:
strange and spammy links targeting keywords like “occurred” and “subsequently”. These links

were most likely caused by automated spam-bots, unbeknownst to the site-owner.

The case study is particularly useful since it gets into the nitty-gritty of how to assess your links
for quality, and how to deal with a penalty if you're ever in such an unfortunate position

yourself.

Takeaway

e Monitor your backlink profile regularly using Ahrefs

e Don’t give up hope if you get a Google penalty. Diagnose, repair, and appeal.
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Conclusion:

SEO Is Constantly Changing

Ultimately, SEO is rapidly changing from one year to the next—even from one month to the
next. Business owners and marketers have to adapt quickly, but it’s still possible to give your

business website the edge on your competition.

Just remember to focus on solid content creation and copywriting fundamentals, engage your
viewers deeply, and stay abreast of technical trends like backlinks, SEO health, site speed, and

schema.

If all this seems overwhelming—take a deep breath. Taking the effort to understand even the
basics of SEO will help your site gain higher click-through rates, engagement, and of course,

rankings. In 2017, a little bit of reading and tinkering on your own can still go a very long way.

We hope this guide helped you realize that in 2017, search engine optimization isn’t optional

anymore.

While it doesn’t take a lot of effort to get a few basics right, it might kill your online presence if

you don't.

Don’t worry if you've already made some SEO decisions in the past that might not have been the

perfect choice.

Just commit to getting started today. Do your keyword research before you write your next blog
post and optimize the basics, like title tags, using your keywords and adjusting your

description. And who knows - maybe the next times you press publish, you'll stand out.
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	Conclusion
	1. Start with seed keywords
	Seed keywords are the foundation of your keyword research. They define your niche and help you identify your competitors.
	If you already have a product or business that you want to promote online, coming up with seed keywords is as easy as describing that product with your own words or brainstorming how other people might search for it.
	For example, let’s say you’re launching an online store with GoPro accessories. The Google searches (keywords) that you would first think of are:
	 GoPro accessories;
	 gadgets for GoPro;
	 GoPro add-ons.
	That’s a no-brainer, right. But what if you’re looking to start an affiliate marketing website, and you have no idea which niche to pick or which products to promote
	The challenge of “picking a niche” deserves a big and detailed guide of its own. But generally, there are two ways to approach this:
	1. “Monetization first” approach
	Start from exploring available monetization methods. Pick a product or an offer that you like. And then think of search queries that people might be using to find it in Google.
	For example, Amazon has an extremely popular affiliate program. So all you need to do is browse their website until you discover a product (or a category of products) that you’re willing to promote.
	Another option is to scout affiliate marketplace sites like ClickBank or CJ, that connect product owners with affiliates.
	And finally, just review the products and services that you’re using yourself and see if you can become an affiliate.
	2. “Niche down” approach
	You can start with a super broad keyword and niche down until you see an interesting opportunity.
	For example, if you pick “music” as your super broad niche and your Keyword Explorer tool gives you almost 5 million keyword ideas for that seed keyword, so, in order to “niche down,” you need to focus on longer and more specific keywords that have th...
	And here’s what you should be able to find:
	 “music making software free” – You could start a review site and cover all the latest releases and updates.
	 “game of thrones music” - People want to download music they hear in movies, TV series, TV shows, etc. And given that new TV content is released regularly, this could be a fun niche.
	 “gifts for music lovers” – There are a lot of famous music bands and leading music labels have a ton of merchandise for their fans to buy. Not to mention musical instrument brands like Gibson, Fender, etc. They must have some affordable gift options...
	 “music games for kids” – Who would not love to play some fun music games with kids.
	These niche ideas are obviously far from perfect, but invest a little bit more time and you'll inevitably stumble upon something awesome.
	#2. Generate keyword ideas
	The next step is to generate a mammoth list of relevant keyword ideas, while also getting a good understanding of what people in your niche are searching for in Google. There are at least four good ways to do it.
	1. See what keywords you already rank for:
	If you own a website that’s been around for a while, you should already be ranking in Google for a few hundred keywords. Knowing what they are is a perfect way to kick-start your keyword research.
	A good source of this information is a report called “Search Analytics” in Google Search Console:
	Search Console shows your average position for each of the keywords you rank for and how many impressions and clicks this brings you. However, they don’t show the monthly search volume and you’re limited to 1000 keywords only.
	2. See what keywords your competitors are ranking for
	The chances are, your competitors have already performed all the tedious keyword research work for you. So you can research the keywords that they rank for and cherry-pick the best ones.
	If you don’t know who your competitors are, just put your seed keywords into Google and see who ranks on the front page.
	Let's do that with a seed keyword - “gifts for music lovers.” And you will see an interesting website ranking on the front page, uncommongoods.com.
	Let's now plug that website in Keyword Research Tool and browse the keywords that it ranks for:
	Sometimes even a single competitor can supply you with enough keyword ideas to keep your SEO team busy for months. But if you're hungry for more, you can go to “Competing domains” report to find more sites like your competitor.
	And we've just closed the "competitive research loop":
	 Put your seed keyword into Google and see who ranks on top;
	 Plug their site into Ahrefs to see their best keywords;
	 Find more relevant websites via the “Competing domains” report;
	 Go back to either step 1 or 2.
	The trick to almost unlimited keyword ideas is to repeat this process over and over.
	And don’t neglect tapping into related industries. You might discover a lot of great keywords that don’t necessarily relate to whatever you’re offering but can still bring very targeted visitors to your website.
	3. Use keyword research tools
	Good competitor research is often enough to fill your spreadsheet with a ton of relevant keyword ideas.
	But if you’re one of the leaders in your niche, that strategy is not quite feasible for you. You have to be looking for some unique keywords that none of your competitors are targeting yet.
	And the best way to do it is by using a decent keyword research tool. Luckily, there’s no shortage of them on the market:
	 http://soovle.com/
	 https://ubersuggest.io/
	 http://answerthepublic.com/
	& quite a few more. Most tools will pull their keyword suggestions from the following sources:
	 scraping keyword ideas directly from Google Keyword Planner;
	 scraping Google auto-suggest;
	 scraping "similar searches" in Google.
	These methods are great, but they can rarely give you more than a couple hundred suggestions. For example, UberSuggest shows only 316 keyword ideas for "content marketing."
	There are also advanced keyword research tools (Ahrefs, Moz, SEMrush) that operate a keyword database of their own and therefore will give you vastly more keyword ideas.
	You can easily go bananas trying to sift through a keyword list of that size, so we have some great filtering options in place:
	 Keyword difficulty;
	 Search volume;
	 Clicks;
	 Clicks per search;
	 Cost per click;
	 Return rate;
	 Number of words in a keyword;
	 Include/Exclude terms.
	4. Study your niche well
	The aforementioned keyword research strategies are extremely effective and provide an almost unlimited amount of keyword ideas. But at the same time, they kind of keep you “in the box.”
	Sometimes, just by studying your niche well (and adding a pinch of common sense), you can discover some great keywords that no one in your niche is targeting yet.
	Here’s how to kickstart "out of the box" thinking:
	 Get in the shoes of your potential customers: who they are and what bothers them;
	 Talk with your existing customers, get to know them better, study the language they use;
	 Be an active participant in all your niche communities and social networks.
	For example, if you're selling waterproof headphones, here are some of the "out of the box" keywords you might try targeting:
	 How to survive a hard swim practice;
	 How to make swim practice go by faster;
	 What do you think about when swimming;
	 Best swimming style for long distance;
	 Reduce water resistance swimming.
	People searching for these things are not necessarily looking to buy waterproof headphones, but they should be fairly easy to sell to.
	#3. Understand keyword metrics
	While executing the aforementioned strategies, you'll find yourself sifting through thousands of keyword ideas and trying to decide which of them deserve to be shortlisted.
	And to help you separate the wheat from the chaff, there’s a bunch of cool keyword metrics to consider.
	1. Search Volume
	This metric shows you the overall search demand of a given keyword, i.e., how many times people around the world (or in a specific country) put this keyword into Google.
	Most of the keyword research tools pull their Search volume numbers from Google AdWords, which was long regarded as a trusted source of this data.
	But not anymore. For the past few years, Google has been consistently taking data away from SEOs:
	But this time, we were able to get away with a cool workaround – clickstream data.
	Thanks to clickstream, we can uncover what Google is hiding from us
	By modeling numbers from GKP against clickstream data, we’re able to come up with much more accurate search volumes and un-group keywords that have similar meaning. Another thing to always keep in mind is the dynamic nature of Search volume.
	For example, a keyword like “christmas gifts” will naturally spike around Christmas time while having almost zero search volume during the rest of the year.
	To check the search volume trend of a keyword you can use a free tool called Google Trends:
	So the search volume is basically an annual average. And if you’re in doubt about the “seasonality” of a keyword, make sure to check the trends.
	But there’s one problem with search volume. It doesn’t always accurately predict the search traffic.
	2. Clicks
	Let's take a keyword, “Donald Trump Age,” that has a search volume of 246,000 searches per month (according to Google Keyword Planner).
	That huge search demand implies that you should get a massive amount of traffic if you rank at the top of Google for that keyword. But let’s see what the search results look like:
	A fair share of Google’s real estate is taken by an instant answer to that search query: 70 years.
	These “uncommon” search results are known as “SERP features” and there are quite a few different types of them:
	 Knowledge cards;
	 Featured snippets;
	 Top stories;
	 Local packs;
	 Shopping results;
	 Image packs, etc.
	Some of them will vastly improve search traffic to your website, but others will steal it away from you.
	On the above screenshot from a Keywords Explorer tool, you can see that 86% of searches for “donald trump age” don’t result in any clicks on the search results. All because searchers are presented with an instant answer via a Knowledge card.
	The Clicks metric is totally invaluable in weeding out the search queries with huge search demand but miserable traffic. And we’re proud to be the only tool on the market to have this metric.
	We're also able to show you how many of the clicks get "stolen" by search ads:
	On the above screenshot, you can see that a fair share of clicks for "wireless headphones" go to search ads, while clicks for "best wireless headphones" are almost entirely organic.
	3. Traffic potential
	Search volume and Clicks are great metrics to understand the popularity and traffic of a single keyword. But that keyword may have a ton of synonyms and related searches, all of which can be targeted with a single page on your website.
	An example : The keyword “I’m sorry flowers” doesn’t look very promising in terms of search demand or traffic:
	The #1 ranking result usually gets no more than 30% of all clicks. This means you can hope for around 60 visits per month if you rank #1 for the keyword “I’m sorry flowers.”
	And that is a bit of a discouraging projection, right?
	But let’s look at how much search traffic the #1 ranking page for “I’m sorry flowers” keyword actually gets:
	On the above screenshot, you can see that it is attracting almost 300 visitors from Google per month. That’s because it ranks for 48 different keywords and not just “I’m sorry flowers” keyword alone.
	We’ve been advocating the importance of long-tail traffic for quite a while (here, here, & here), but it doesn’t hurt to stress it again. People search for the same things in all sorts of peculiar ways. So a single page on your website has a potential...
	So it's time to stop evaluating keywords just by their Search volume (or Clicks) alone. You need to look at the top-ranking results and see how much search traffic they get in total.
	4. Keyword Difficulty
	Unquestionably, the best possible way to gauge the ranking difficulty of a keyword is to manually analyze the search results and use your SEO experience (and gut feeling).
	But that is something that you can’t do at scale for thousands of keywords at once. That’s why the keyword difficulty metric is so handy.
	Each keyword research tool has their own methods of calculating ranking difficulty score. The more quality backlinks they have, the harder it would be for you to outrank them.
	RECOMMENDATION
	High competition is not always a reason to give up on a keyword. It all comes down to the balance between the business value of that keyword and its ranking difficulty.
	Some keywords may be super easy to rank for, but the visitors that they bring to your website will never become customers. So it doesn’t make sense to waste your effort there.
	On the other hand, some insanely competitive keywords can be the best thing that could happen to your business if you rank for them. So they’re well worth the investment (and wait).
	5. Cost Per Click
	This metric is mostly important for advertisers rather than SEOs. However, many SEO professionals treat CPC as an indication of keywords' commercial intent (which actually makes a lot of sense).
	One important thing to know about Cost Per Click is that it is much more volatile than Search volume. While search demand for a keyword fluctuates on a monthly basis, its CPC can change pretty much any minute.
	Therefore, the CPC values that you see in third-party keyword research tools are nothing but a snapshot of a certain timeframe. If you want to get the actual data, you have to use AdWords.
	#4. Group your list of keywords
	So you have generated a ton of promising keyword ideas and used the aforementioned metrics to identify the very best ones.
	Now it's time to bring some structure to your list.
	1. Group by “parent topic”
	The days of targeting one keyword with one page are long gone. Now SEO professionals are facing a brand new struggle:
	Should I target a bunch of relevant topics with one page or create a separate page for each set of keywords?
	We know that one page can rank for hundreds (if not thousands) of relevant keywords. But how much is too much? And how do you know which keywords fit your topic and which don’t?
	For example, the main keyword of this very article is (obviously) “keyword research.” And you want to know what other relevant keywords you can also rank for along with it. So If you take the #1 ranking page for “keyword research,” put it into a Site ...
	And in an instant, you will see two decent keywords:
	 keyword analysis - 1,400
	 keyword search - 6,200
	This means that you don’t need to create separate pages to target each of these keywords (though maybe they actually deserve it), but try to rank for them with this single post.
	So that’s the very first step in bringing some stucture to your random list of keywords. You need to find which keywords are semantically and contextually related and group them under a “parent topic” to target with a single page.
	SIDENOTE. “parent topic” is the highest volume keyword that a page ranks for.
	2. Group by intent
	So you have grouped semantically related keywords by "parent topic" and mapped them to different pages of your website. The next step is to group these "pages" by the so-called "searchers’ intent."
	Behind every search query that people put into Google, there’s a certain (and oftentimes very specific) expectation. Your goal is to decipher that expectation upfront, so you could build a page that would perfectly match it.
	This could be quite challenging at times. Let’s take a keyword, “roses,” for example. What’s the searchers' intent behind it? Most likely it's one of these two:
	 See some pictures of roses.
	 Learn more about this flower.
	The best way of deciphering intent behind the search query is to google it and see what comes up first. Google is getting better and better in identifying the intent behind each search query, so the search results usually talk for themselves.
	The SERP above serves both these intents with an image strip, followed by a Wikipedia link.
	But then you get Guns'N'Roses Twitter profile. What are they doing in the search results for the keyword "roses"? Well, it looks like Google has identified that it's what people looking for the keyword "roses" want to see.
	Once you figure the intent behind your keywords, you might want to map it to the stage of the sales cycle that it represents:
	 Unaware;
	 Problem aware;
	 Solution aware;
	 Product aware;
	 Fully aware.
	The bullet points above are just one of the many ways different marketers map out the so-called “Buyers' Journey.” Here’s an alternative look at it:
	Image taken from customerjourneymarketer.com
	Whether you want to map your keywords to any of the existing models or come up with your very own one is entirely up to you. For example, Everett Sizemore from GoInflow.com suggests mapping keywords/topics to user personas. Stick with whatever makes t...
	3. Group by business value
	This grouping is actually closely related to grouping by intent. But this time, you need to figure out which intent drives the best ROI for your business.
	If you’re mainly looking for traffic and brand awareness, you might focus on keywords that will bring tons of visitors but won't necessarily convert into leads or sales.
	That’s what HubsSpot does with content on their blog. Take a look at their top-performing articles:
	There are tons of people looking for “how to make a gif,” and HubSpot is generating almost 100k visitors from that single article alone.
	If you have unlimited marketing budgets, you can fire all cannons at once. But most businesses can’t afford this luxury, so they have to think well about which keywords will drive their business and which ones will only drive their vanity metrics.
	Don’t ignore good keywords just because they don’t have commercial value. For example, other than bringing tons of traffic to the HubSpot blog, that article on “how to make a gif” also attracts a ton of backlinks.
	# 5. Prioritise
	Prioritisation is not really the “final step” in your keyword research process, but rather something you do naturally as you move through the aforementioned steps.
	While you’re generating keyword ideas, analyzing their metrics, and grouping them, you should be noting the following things:
	 What is the estimated traffic potential of this keyword (group)?
	 How tough is the competition? What would it take to rank for it?
	 How many resources should be invested in building a competitive page and promoting it well?
	 What’s the ROI of that traffic? Does it only bring brand awareness or actually convert into leads and sales?
	You can go as far as adding dedicated columns in your keyword research spreadsheet to give scores to each keyword idea. Then, based on these scores, it should be fairly easy to pick the “low hanging fruit” with the best ROI.
	Always remember, it’s not the “easiest to rank for” keywords that you should be looking for. It’s the ones with the best ROI.
	Conclusion:
	There’s obviously more to keyword research than that. This is a simple process that could be universally applicable to any website or industry.
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